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How will you be assessed in 
A Level Religious Studies?



How will you be assessed 

in A Level RS?

There will be three 
examinations in June at 

the end of Year 13:-
1. Hinduism

2. Ethics
3. Philosophy

Each exam is worth 
33⅓% of you’re A Level 

qualification.



How will you be assessed 

in A Level RS?

Students answer two essay 
questions on each exam.

Each question has two parts:-
Part A - Knowledge
Part B - Evaluation

Each exam is two hours 
long. This means you have 

one hour to answer a 
question.



Why we have chosen the 
Edquas syllabus?



Why we have chosen the 

Edquas syllabus?

1. Mrs Twose-Jones and Miss 
Dove followed the Edquas 

(WJEC) syllabus for their own 
Religious Studies A Level.



Why we have chosen the 

Edquas syllabus?

2. The exam board provides 
clear guidance for pupils and 

teachers.



Why we have chosen the 

Edquas syllabus?

3. The Edquas Hinduism unit 
stretches pupils existing 

knowledge gained at GCSE. 



Why we have chosen the 

Edquas syllabus?

4. The Edquas exam board 
provides choices of questions 

in the exam.  



Why we have chosen the 

Edquas syllabus?

5. Pupils achieved outstanding 
results.

2018 100% A-C

2019 100% A-B

2020 100% A-C



What are A Level Religious 
Studies lessons like?



Mrs Twose-Jones Miss Dove

Hinduism and Philosophy

Year 12

Hinduism – 4 units

Philosophy – 2 units

Year 13

Hinduism – 4 units

Philosophy – 2 units

Ethics and Philosophy

Year 12

Ethics – 4 units

Philosophy – 2 units

Year 13

Ethics – 4 units

Philosophy – 2 units

What are A Level RS 

lessons like?



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We investigate philosophical, 
religious and ethical theories.



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We compare theories, beliefs, 
practices and concepts.



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We think deeply about philosophical, 
religious and ethical problems we 

encounter in life.



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We evaluate and analyse whether 
philosophers and scholars have 

solved these problems.



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We encourage you to ask 
questions. 



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We discuss and debate our and 
others theories and proposals.



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

We challenge your ethical decision 
making by utilising rational 

reasoning.



What are A Level RS 

lessons like?

Most importantly, we hope that you 
will leave your Religious Studies 

lessons with a new outlook on life.



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?

Where and how did Hinduism 

originate?



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?

Should Shaivism 

and Vaishnavism 

be regarded as 

their own 

independent 

religion?



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?

What is the relationship between 

science and the Vedas?



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?

Is feminism an 

issue in Hinduism 

today?



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?

Is IVF compatible with Hindu teachings 

and practices?



What questions will you 

investigate in Hinduism?

To what extent, is there a Hindu 

community in Britain?



What questions will you 
investigate in Philosophy?



What questions will you 

investigate in Philosophy?

Are the arguments for God’s existence 

persuasive?



What questions will you 

investigate in Philosophy?

Is the problem of evil argument effective 

in proving God's nonexistence?



What questions will you 

investigate in Philosophy?

Sigmund Freud 

claims that 

religion as an 

illusion. To what 

extend do we 

agree with this?



What questions will you 

investigate in Philosophy?

Has atheistic arguments against 

religious belief been successful?



What questions will you 

investigate in Philosophy?

Are religious communities are entirely 

dependent on religious experiences?



What questions will you 

investigate in Philosophy?

Can symbolic language be seen as an 

adequate form of language?



What questions will you 
investigate in Ethics?



What questions will you 

investigate in Ethics?

Is being a good person better than just 

doing good deeds?



What questions will you 

investigate in Ethics?

What are the 

strengths and 

weaknesses 

of Natural 

Law 

(following 

Gods laws)?



What questions will you 

investigate in Ethics?

Does agape (love) promote immoral 

behaviour?



What questions will you 

investigate in Ethics?

Can happiness provide a practical basis 

for making moral decisions?



What questions will you 

investigate in Ethics?

Does God determine all of our actions?



What questions will you 

investigate in Ethics?

Does free will exist?



What do the current Year 13 

pupils think about the A 

Level course? 



What do the current Year 

13 pupils think? 

Why did you choose the 

A level RS course?

I loved RS at GCSE and 

found it really 

interesting to learn 

about different 

cultures and ways of 

life, for example in the 

Hinduism topic. It is a 

very eye-opening 

subject which helps 

you to understand 

different ways of 

thinking, especially in 

the ethics and 

philosophy topics, as 

you learn about lots of 

different points of 

view. 

I thoroughly enjoyed it at GCSE 

and wished to continue because it 

would go into further depth. 

I chose A Level RS because I really 

enjoyed it at GCSE, and I’m 

considering studying English and 

Philosophy at university.



What do the current Year 

13 pupils think? 

How do you hope the A 

level RS course will help 

you in the future?

It gives you a different 

perspective of the world 

we live in which can be 

applied to all areas of life 

no matter which route you 

take. 

I feel that studying RS has 

helped me to become 

more open-minded and 

will help me to be more 

understanding of other 

people’s beliefs and 

ideas.
I’m hoping to study media and 

culture at university next year and 

know that my knowledge of 

religion will be helpful with that. 

Also I think it’s great to be 

knowledgeable of other religions in 

general to understand other 

people’s beliefs and why they are 

important.



What do the current Year 

13 pupils think? 

What transferable skills 

have you learnt in the A 

level RS course which will 

aid you in the future and 

currently in education?

Debating, putting yourself in other people’s 

shoes and essay writing. 

As well as RS, I am also 

currently studying 

sociology, and these two 

subjects go really well 

together. Sociology is 

about how people interact 

with each other and why 

people hold certain beliefs. 

Therefore, studying these 

two subjects together has 

allowed me to gain extra 

knowledge which I can 

use in essays for both 

subjects and I can use 

examples from RS in 

sociology work to hep 

back up my knowledge. 

I have improved my weighing up of 

opposing arguments, analysis of writings 

such as scripture, and my evaluative 

writing in essays.



What do the current Year 

13 pupils think? 

What tips would you 

provide a pupil who is 

starting A level RS? 

To not be afraid to ask 

questions. 

I would definitely 

recommend making 

revision resources as 

you go through the 

course, so whenever 

you have an end of unit 

assessment, these can 

be made and then when 

you get to your summer 

exams, you have 

everything you need.

Be organised with your folders and 

make revision resources as you go 

as there is a lot to remember!

Don’t be afraid to evaluate and think 

critically about the arguments you 

examine— and try to keep on top of 

the work as best you can :)



What do the current Year 

13 pupils think? 

What do you look forward to 

the most about your A level 

RS lessons?

I really enjoy the class dynamic. We are very 

much a team when we enter the RS classroom, 

and we work together to learn and analyse 

the different theories and proposals. 

The course involves a lot of discussion and debate which makes it really 

interesting.

I really look forward 

to learning 

something new 

every lesson. We 

always discuss 

something 

different, and often 

they are things that 

I have never 

thought or known 

about before 

studying RS.



What do the current Year 

13 pupils think? 

What have you enjoyed 

about the A Level RS 

course?

I have really enjoyed deepening my 

knowledge of Hinduism and also doing 

philosophy as it is really interesting to be 

able to look at religion from multiple 

perspectives.

I have really enjoyed 

the philosophy and 

ethics aspects of the 

course— it really 

influences and 

benefits your way of 

thinking about issues 

in your everyday life.

I also really enjoy the 

Hinduism aspect, as 

it’s different to 

Christianity and has 

many different 

approaches to the 

concept of God.

I enjoy the fact that all three of my 

subjects interlink spectacularly well 

with each other (Psychology, Sociology 

and RS)



What skills do you gain in A 

Level Religious Studies?



What skills do you gain in 

A Level RS?

Develop your 

confidence 

with essay 

writing



What skills do you gain in 

A Level RS?

Develop your 

debating and 

public speaking



What skills do you gain in 

A Level RS?

Understand 

and appreciate 

different 

viewpoints



What skills do you gain in 

A Level RS?

Understand 

people, 

empathy and 

tolerance



What skills do you gain in 

A Level RS?

Understand how 

to make decisions 

and problem solve



What skills do you gain in 

A Level RS?

Evaluate 

different 

perspectives



What career opportunities 

does A Level Religious 

Studies provide?



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Religious Studies opens 
many doors to a range of 

challenging and rewarding 
job opportunities, where 

you can use the 
knowledge gained from 

the subject or the 
transferable skills learnt 

from the subject.



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Lecturing



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Teaching



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Law



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Medicine



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Work with 

charities



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Counselling



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Tourism



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Community 

development



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Police 

officer



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Journalism



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Politics



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Business



What career opportunities 

does A Level RS provide?

Possible careers include:-

Marketing



What are universities and 

employers thoughts about A 

Level Religious Studies?



What are universities and 

employers thoughts?

The Russell Group of top universities 

has made it clear that Religious Studies A 

level provides ‘suitable preparation for 

University generally’.



What are universities and 

employers thoughts?

Oxford and Cambridge University 

include Religious Studies in the top level 

list of ‘generally suitable Arts A levels’.



What are universities and 

employers thoughts?

Employers are also recognising the value of religious 

literacy. For example, in February 2017, a Religious 

Literacy for Organisations (RLO) training course 

was created to help organisations better understand 

religious inclusion and its positive impact on 

business process and performance.



What support and resources 
do you have? 



What support and 

resources do you have? 

The Religious Studies department have made their 

own revision guides for the three units.



What support and 

resources do you have? 

The Edquas exam board have also made 

textbooks for both Year 12 and 13 content. 



What support and 

resources do you have? 

The Edquas exam board have also made 

textbooks for both Year 12 and 13 content. 



What support and 

resources do you have? 

All lesson resources and PowerPoints are available 

on TEAMS.



What support and 

resources do you have? 

The department have produced a clear exam 

structure / format to aid with exam essay writing. 



What support and 

resources do you have? 

The Religious Studies department teachers are 

always willing to offer you help and support.



What are the entry 
requirements to study A 
Level Religious Studies? 



What are the entry 

requirements?  

6 or above in English 

Language. 

6 or above in a Humanities 

subject.

You do not need to have 

studied GCSE Religious 

Studies to study A Level 

Religious Studies.  



A Level

Religious Studies

If you have any questions about A Level 

Religious Studies, please speak to your 

Religious Studies teacher or email 

Mrs Twose-Jones (Subject Leader for RS) 

mjones@Malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk


