
• Who were the claimants to the 

throne in 1066?

• Why did William win the Battle of 

Hastings?

Year 9 GCSE 

Options 

evening
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Year 
7

1. Introductory Skills2. 1066: A year of crisis3. How does William keep control?

• Chronology

• Causation and 

Consequence

• What is an interpretation?

• Writing PEEL paragraphs 

• What was the feudal system?

• What was the Domesday 

Book?

• How did castle building help 

William?

4. Medieval times and 

the crusades

• How devastating was the 

Black Death?

• Why did the peasants’ 

revolt?

• What made a ‘good’ 

medieval king?

• Why was the Holy Land a 

focus for conflict?

• What was life like on the 

crusades?

• What did Europe learn 

from the Muslims? 
• Richard and Saladin:

Who was the best leader?

5. Meanwhile elsewhere….

Year 
8

• The Mughals

• African kingdoms before 

the Europeans

Year 
9

1. Tudors 2. Stuarts 3. Empire: was it a force for good or bad?

• Was the Reformation 

a good thing?

• Did Elizabeth live up to 

her coronation 

promise?

• Why was there a civil war?

• What was the impact of the 

civil war on ordinary people?
• Was Oliver Cromwell a good 

or bad leader?

• Why did Britain want an Empire?

• India and Africa: case studies in colonialism, 

what was the cost versus benefits?

• The slave trade

• The importance of individuals: Olaudah

Equiano and Harriet Tubman

4. Gaining 

Rights

• Civil Rights in 

the USA and 

the UK

• The importance of 

individuals: Malcolm X

• Bristol and Race

relations

• Women’s Struggle for 

Equality in the 20th

century

• LGBTQ rights

4. Whitechapel
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1. WWI2. WW2

March: Auschwitz 

trip

• Causes of WWI

• Attitudes to COs

• Trench life

• The Battle of the 

Somme

• The role of Empire

• The Treaty of Versailles 

• The appeal of the Nazis

• Appeasement and Dunkirk

• Why did Britain win the Battle of 

Britain?

• Pearl Harbour and war in the Pacific 

• Was the USA justified in dropping the 

atomic bomb?

• What were living and 

working conditions 

like in Whitechapel?

• Why did the Police 

fail to find Jack the 

Ripper??

3. The Holocaust

• Anti-Semitic laws in Germany, 

1933-39

• Ghettoes

• Concentration camps and the 

Final Solution

• Who resisted the Nazis?

This is a joint topic 

with the RS 

department. 

Build your own 

motte and bailey 

castle

Watch ‘The Pianist’ in 

class

Watch ‘They Shall 

Not Grow Old’ in 

class

Have a go at Reverse 

Censorship Artwork

This last topic is from 

the GCSE Crime unit

This topic is picked 

up again in Year 11 

in the Anglo-Saxon 

and Normans Unit

Links with the RS 

department; See 

separate Black Lives 

Matter ‘Roadmap’ 

Watch Hidden 

Numbers in 

class



This topic looks at different crimes, law enforcement and 

punishment from 1000 to the modern day

• Norman and medieval crime and punishment

• Witchcraft, vagabonds, poaching, transportation etc

• The creation of prisons and the police force in the 19th century

• Ending the death penalty and attitudes towards conscientious 

objectors in the 20th century
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Year 
10

1. Weimar and Nazi Germany2. Crime and Punishment

• The Weimar Republic

• The rise of the Nazi party, from lean years to 

Chancellor

• The Nazi consolidation of power and the 

elimination of opposition

• The impact of Nazism on society, women, 

children, workers and minorities

3. The Superpowers and the Cold War

Year 
11

• The emergence of the Cold War after WW2, the 

role of Stalin, Marshall Aid, the Berlin Airlift, NATO, 

and the Arms Race. 

• The Crises of the Cold War: building the Berlin 

Wall, the Cuban Missiles Crisis and the Prague 

Spring

4. Anglo-Saxon and Norman England

• Why was there a succession crisis following the death of 

Edward the Confessor? Why was William of Normandy able to 

defeat Harold Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings?

• How did William secure his power in the face of continual 

Anglo-Saxon resistance?

• How did William change England? What was the impact of 

the Norman Conquest? 

• The economy: from 

industrialisation to stagnation

• How did the USSR control its 

people?

• The impact of Soviet rule on 

women, education and living 

standards 

• The collapse of the USSR under 

Gorbachev 

1. Russia: from Lenin 

to Yeltsin, 1917-91

History at University

Life-long love of History

Employment relating to 

history, e.g. teacher

Employment where 

history’s skills are vital

2. Mao’s China: 1945-763. Coursework

This is a 4000 word essay that 

looks at different historians’ 

interpretations of history

• The triumph of the Communists over the Nationalists 

and their consolidation of power 

• The Great Leap Forward and the famine that 

resulted 

• The Cultural Revolution

• The impact of communism on women, health, 

education, religion and culture 

Choose from…

• Stalin’s terror

• The Partition of India

• The Salem Witch trials

• The Sino Soviet Split

• The Chinese Famine

• The 100 Flowers Campaign

4. Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII

This unit is a 

brilliant 

foundation for 

the year 12 

Russia topic

This topic extends 

the work that was 

done in year 7

October: Year 11 Sixth 

Form Option evening 

Let’s go to Berlin in 

July on a school trip!

Year 
13

Year 
12

• The Government of the 

USSR under Lenin, Stalin, 

Khrushchev and Brezhnev

• Detente, the invasion 

of Afghanistan, Star 

Wars and the Second 

Cold War. The end of 

the Cold War under 

Gorbachev 

• The usurpation of Richard II and the 

Lancastrian dynasty begins

• The Wars of the Roses

• The Yorkist kings, Edward IV and Richard III

• The Triumph of Henry Tudor at Bosworth

• The nature of kingship and power

• The role of the nobility

We follow Edexcel’s 

specification at A 

level and also at 

GCSE


