
 

ENGLISH and MEDIA 
 

MEDIA STUDIES GCSE 
 

“I look at the world and I see absurdity all around me. People do strange things 
constantly, to the point that, for the most part, we manage not to see it.” 
― David Lynch 
 
Examination board: EDUQAS 
Qualification: GCSE 
Course overview:   
The media play a central role in contemporary society and culture. They shape our perceptions of the 

world through the representations, viewpoints and the messages they offer. The media have real 

relevance and importance in our lives today, providing us with ways to communicate, with forms of 

cultural expression and the ability to participate in key aspects of society. The economic importance 

of the media is also unquestionable. The media industries employ large numbers of people worldwide 

and operate as commercial industries on a global scale.  

 
Why should I study this course? 

- Because the media is studying you!  
- You should have an enquiring mind, be prepared to study a range of different media forms 

and enjoy a mix of practical and written work. Your main project could be to make a short 
film or print media. 

- It is a fun course and it will give you both analytical and practical skills which you can carry 
with you to any future career, not the least into the media. 

 
Course content: 

Component 1: Exploring the Media Written exam 1 hour 30 mins  40%:      
Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation 

You will study two of the following print media forms: magazines, marketing (film posters), 

newspapers, or print advertisements.  

• one question looking at how media language is used to create meanings 

• one two-part question looking at how society impacts on way the media represents, people: gender, 

age class. 

Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences 

You will study two of the following media forms: film, newspapers, radio, video games. 

• one question on media industries 

• one question on audiences. 

 

Component 2: Understanding Media Forms & Products Written exam 1 hour 30 mins 30%:  

Section A: Television 

• one question on either media language or representation, which will be based on an 

extract from one of the set television programme episodes to be viewed in the examination You will 

watch the extract during the exam. 

• one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts. 

Section B: Music (music videos and online media) 

• one question on either media language or representation  

• one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts. 

 

Component 3: Creating Media Products Coursework 30% 

Assessment of course: 

Make a Media Product e.g short film or print product Assessed internally by your teachers 
 

For further information please see Mrs Sims 

 

 


