
Why take 
A’ Level Fine Art?



Students choose A’ Level Art because they enjoy
the subject and because they want to pursue a
creative future leading to a career that they love.

This is an exciting time to work in the Arts, there are
all sorts of exciting creative opportunities coming
out in response to our current times. Art is vital in
supporting and reconnecting communities and
emerging technologies allow the possibilities of
completely new and creative Art.



Outstanding results.

Last year all our A’ Level students got an A* or an A. 
All our students make excellent progress, the value 
added in 2020 was 1.1. (Which is brilliant!)



Be part of a creative community.

We are proud of the committed and creative community we have in
the 6th form. Students share ideas, debate and challenge each other
in a friendly and supportive environment.

Your teachers at Malmesbury know you really well, we will support
you and push you to achieve the highest standards.





Year 12 quotes;
Why take art?
I like it!

The course is experimental and gives you the skills you need for a 
creative career in art.

I enjoy art and want a way to express my creativity.

I really enjoy art and would like to do graphic design in the future.

Its very expressive and lots of freedom.

What will you do with Art?
I would like to be able to go into the creative industries.

Go into a career involving art, hopefully architecture.

Become an architect or an engineer.

Media makeup or costume/set design.



Make the transition to working and 
thinking like an artist.

The year 12 course is all about broadening your
thinking of what Art is and what it can be. We
stretch you and teach you a new way of
approaching your work.



Year 12 quotes;
What have you enjoyed?
The art you make can be much more personal.

More freedom, less exam driven.

Exploring new mediums in both 2D and 3D.

The freedom to explore different styles of art and discover your own 
artistic style. 

The freedom to explore more creative routes.

Creative community.
Your friends help you come up with and explore ideas.

We give constructive criticism to those around us in the class so that 
they can improve.

You can ask your peers for inspiration and can work together.





Year 13 quotes;

Art is a nice contrast between other academic subjects and allows you to 
make projects more personal to you.

If you find painting and drawing fun, then it doesn’t feel like a task. Every 
art lesson is a nice break from my more academic subjects and it is always 
exciting to work on my projects.

Teacher support is great as they allow individuality but still give constructive 
advice.

Teachers are always available to give ideas, artists to look at and support 
with the work, but the projects are very independent so you can explore 
your projects freely without being told what to do or study.

We look at each other’s work and give our opinions on what we think would 
improve their work. This allows us to also take inspiration from each other 
as we all have different styles.

It’s great to talk through your ideas with each other as you receive other 
helpful ideas from them too!





Why Fine Art?
The A’ Level Fine Art
course is broad enough to
prepare you for any Art
discipline and intellectually
rigorous enough to
support studies in other
subjects too.

Most students do a one
year foundation course at
their local college before
moving on to specialise at
degree level. Fine Art
prepares you for the
foundation course and for
a creative future.



Excellent teaching.
The Art Teachers at Malmesbury School are highly 

qualified and are all experts in their subject.
Mrs Gibbons; Curriculum Leader for Art.
Specialisms; Drawing, Painting and Textiles based making, Art History, Education Research and Critical 
thinking. Practising artist.
BA (Hons) Fine Art specialising in Painting. Loughborough College of Art and Design.
PGCE Secondary Art and Design. The University of Central England in Birmingham.
MA Feminism, Criticism and Practice in the Visual Arts. Leeds University.
MA Art Practice and Education. Birmingham City University.

Mr Gustard; Teacher of A’ Level , GCSE and KS3.
Specialisms; Painting and Drawing, Art History, Contemporary Practice and Critical thinking, Film, Life 
Drawing and links to the community. Practising artist. 
BA (Hons) Fine Art Sunderland College of Art .
PGCE Secondary Art and Design Reading University.

Mr Topsom; Teacher of GCSE and KS3 s well as supporting specialist areas of the A’ Level course. 
Specialisms Drawing, Painting, Graphics , Media based work and Photography. Practising artist.
BA (Hons) Fine Art Sunderland College of Art .
Further Education Teacher Certificate Norwich Art School.
M.A. Fine Art Manchester University.



You will follow Live Projects 
throughout the course.

The annual exhibition at Malmesbury Abbey.



The Drawing days.



Installation in school.



Life Drawing.



Trips and visits.



The Art Show.











What can you do with Art? 
Check this out; https://creativejourneyuk.com/

https://creativejourneyuk.com/


https://design.britishcouncil.org/projects/Making-
Matters/?_ga=2.99683869.2007603872.1605529978-905065936.1605529978
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Arts Council England chair Nicholas Serota said 

“The new guide makes clear that arts disciplines are valuable subjects of study in 

themselves but can also contribute to the knowledge and skills required for many 

professions from law to medicine and design to engineering,”



If you want to know more talk to your 
Art Teachers and the 6th form artists.

You need a grade 6 to study Art at Malmesbury
School but most importantly you need to enjoy
Art, be prepared to work hard and be ready to
contribute to our Creative Community.

We love working with our A’ Level students and
we look forward seeing you develop into a
confident and successful artist.

sgibbons@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk

mailto:sgibbons@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk


AQA  A’ Level Fine Art. 

Fine Art; Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more 
areas of study, for example, drawing, painting, mixed-media, sculpture, ceramics, 
installation, printmaking, moving image (video, film, animation) and photography. 
The course is assessed against the four assessment objectives:
• AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual 
and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 
• AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and 
processes, reviewing and refining ideas as work develops. 
• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on 
work and progress. 
• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where 
appropriate, makes connections between visual and other elements. 



Year 12 CONTENT The focus in year 12 is to develop personal style and to explore a 

range of approaches to work. Students will produce responses in a variety of media 
addressing the four assessment objectives. The year 12 course consists of three main 
projects: 
Introductory Project; A short foundation skills and concept-based project leading to an 
installation. 
Stations of the Cross exhibition; Students develop personal work on the theme of The 
Stations of The Cross and their work is exhibited at Malmesbury Abbey as part of the Easter 
celebrations. 
Drawing project; exploring different approaches to recording and culminating in a public 
exhibition. 
Plus the initial preparation for the personal investigation; Students explore personal 
themes and ideas in preparation for the Personal Investigation Unit. 

Year 13 CONTENT Unit 1 - Personal Investigation. A personal research project 

supported with a written component of 1,000 to 3,000 words. Students produce a personal 
project based on a specific theme or area of study and support this with a written essay. 
Unit 2 - Externally set Assignment –Students have a preparatory period from February 
terminating in a 15 hour practical examination. 

ASSESSMENT 
A’ Level – Unit 1; Marked out of 96. 60% of A’ Level grade. 
A’ Level – Unit 2; Marked out of 96. 40% of A’ Level grade. 



A’ Level Fine Art.


