
 

 

 

In the English Faculty, we all love reading and know what wonderful 

escapism it is when you find a book that you enjoy! Reading gives us 

access to the world around us and books shape the world around us and 

help us to understand ourselves better; many books and stories have 

changed opinions and ways of life for centuries. You may be a keen 

reader already, or perhaps you’ve just not found the right book yet! 

Either way, we know that, between our lessons and fantastic library, 

there’s a book out there that is waiting to shape your world too... 

 

We look forward to sharing some wonderful reading experiences with 

you soon and, in the meantime, you might like to try out some of these 

reading activities. 

 

Remember to hand any work that you’re proud of to your English 

teacher or the English Office when you get here. You might even get 

your very first Housepoint - and a place on our Bookworm Board of 

Brilliance! 

 

 



1. Write a review of a book you love. It 

could be something new you read over 

the summer, or maybe an old favourite? 

Need some inspiration? Have a look at the 

World Book Day suggestions below, or head to 

their website: 

https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-ideas-youll-love/ 
 

https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-ideas-youll-love/


You could use this review template to help 

you structure yours…or give it a try your 

own way! 😊 

(P.S. Check out this fantastic website – and maybe 

even send your review in to be published? 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/kids-zone/browse/tag/age-11) 

 

BOOK TITLE: 

AUTHOR: 

PLOT:  

What happens in the story? (Careful with spoilers!) 

 

CHARACTERS: 

Who is in the story? What is their personality like? What 

do they look like? Who tells the story? 

 

SETTING: 

Where is the story set? When is it set? What’s the 

weather like? 

 

OPINION: 

What was your favourite part of the story and why? 

 

FINALLY… Would you recommend this book to a friend? 

STAR RATING:  

 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/kids-zone/browse/tag/age-11


2. How many can you get in this 

Bumper ‘Bookish’ Quiz?  

(Answers in the back – NO cheating!) 

 

1. In Roald Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach, what provided the 

power for the peach when it floated through the air? 

2. Where is Paddington Bear from? 

3. What is the Gruffalo scared of? 

4. Who is Percy Jackson’s Dad? 

5. What is Matilda’s headteacher called in Roald Dahl’s story Matilda? 

6. What animal is Charlotte in Charlotte’s Web? 

7. Who is the author of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series? 

8. Where does Peter Pan live? 

9. What’s the name of the family Harry Potter lives with at the start of the first book? 

10. What’s the name of the hedgehog in the Beatrix Potter ‘Peter Rabbit’ series? 

11. What’s the nickname of the children’s home where Tracy Beaker lives in Jacqueline 

Wilson’s books? 

12. What type of mythical creature is Mr Tumnus from The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe?  

13. In the first Alex Rider novel, Stormbreaker, by Anthony Horowitz, what is a 

‘Stormbreaker’? 

14. What mode of transport does Lee Scoresby use in Philip Pullman’s fantasy novel, 

The Northern Lights? 

15. What is the real name of the character Mr Stink in the book of the same name by 

David Walliams? 

16. Name the prize-winning novel by David Almond about Michael, 12, who finds a 

strange and mysterious man living in his garage… 

17. Which Victorian era book by Anna Sewell is told through the eyes of a horse? 

18. In which Michael Morpurgo adventure is the character, Michael, set adrift from his 

parents’ boat and marooned on an island in the Pacific Ocean? 

19. What is the title of the first book in the Young James Bond series by Charlie Higson? 

20. Who is ‘The Worst Witch’? 

21. In which Beverly Naidoo thriller do brother and sister Femi and Sad flee Nigeria to 

seek a better life in London? 

22. Auggie wants to be treated like everyone else in which book by RJ Palacio? 

23. What is the title of the story by Ted Hughes which tells of a destructive giant made 

of metal who befriends a boy? 

24. Stanley Yelnats digs what in the novel by Louis Sachar? 

25. Which famous Charles Dickens character utters the catchphrase: “Bah! Humbug!”? 

 



3. Reading Prose Fiction 

Prose is creative/imaginative writing that is set 

out in sentences and paragraphs. 

Read the extract below from The Lost Tide 

Warriors by Catherine Doyle and try any of the 

tasks that take your fancy… 

 

 On a frosty winter morning, in the waters of a 

half-forgotten island, a merrow was swimming far 

from her home. Mist hung like a veil over the sea, 

clinging to her skin as she broke the surface: first 

a crown of coral and bone, then yellow eyes as 

wide as moons. A pale scar traced the curve of her 

jaw. 

 She stilled in the water. 

 There was a boy standing at the edge of the ocean. She 

could smell the sea-salt in his blood.  

 She licked her lips. 

 Storm Keeper. 

 She remembered him. 

 The boy’s eyes were shut, his breath puffing from him in a 

trail of clouds. He stuck his hand out and wriggled his fingers 

above the water. For a moment he stood completely frozen. 

Then his body hiccoughed violently, as though something inside 

was trying to punch its way out. He snapped his eyes open, fear 

threading itself into his frown. 

 Magic. 

 

 



1) What genre (type/category) of story 

do you think this is? Can you find some 

clues from the text (and front cover!) 

that support your idea? 

2) What do you think a ‘merrow’ is? Can 

you draw her, based on the descriptions given 

here? Label your ‘merrow’ with quotations from 

the text. 

3) Can you sort some of the words from the text 

into the following categories: senses, negative 

words, nature? 

FEELINGS 

AND 

SENSES 

NEGATIVE 

WORDS 

NATURE 

“clinging to 

her skin” 

 

  

4) How do you think the boy character is feeling in 

this extract? Why? 

5) Can you pick an image that you like from the 

descriptions in the extract? Write it out in 

“quotation marks” and try to explain why you 

like it.  

 

 



4. Reading Non-fiction 

Non-fiction texts are based on facts. 

They can include, biographies, travel 

writing, journalism, speeches and many 

more… 

This page is taken from an excellent non-fiction 

book called Fantastically Great Women Who Saved 

the Planet by Kate Pankhurst.  

Have a read and try out the tasks below… 

1) List 5 facts you learn from this text. 

2) What does the layout and design of this page tell us about 

the audience for this book? (In other words, who do you 

think this book is aimed at and why?) 

3) Create a timeline for Eugenie Clark’s life, using the dates 

from the text. 

4) Research a person you know or perhaps someone from 

history. Use your research and facts to produce a non-

fiction text like the page above. Think about how you would 

like to set yours out to engage your reader… 



Jumping Waves 

 

I stumbled and fell, 

Salty fingers poked my eyes, 

The wave slapped my cheeks 

Like a spiteful sea-monster; 

A thing too big to handle. 

- By Coral Rumble 

 

5. Reading Poetry 

Poetry comes in all sorts of shapes, sizes, forms and 

styles – there’s definitely something for everyone! 😊  

The one below is a type of poem called a tanka. A 

tanka is like a photograph; it offers a snapshot of a 

time or experience. The pattern (or form) of a tanka is 

that each line must contain the following number of 

syllables: 

 

 

5 

7  

5 

7 

7 

 

 

As you read Jumping Waves, count the syllables in each line to see how it 

matches up to the tanka rules. 

1) How do you think the person in this poem feels about these ‘jumping 

waves’? Try to select some evidence from the poem (e.g. a word or 

phrase) to support your ideas. 

2) Why do you think the poet has given the waves “fingers” and 

described how they “slapped” her cheeks? How do these words and 

descriptions make the waves seem? 

3) Try writing your own tanka, giving a snapshot of an experience or 

moment from your summer holiday. Think of it like showing a 

‘holiday snap’ – the reader should be able to understand and get an 

image of the ‘bigger picture’ of your experience (i.e. what are your 

feelings about your experience?), so be very careful with your word 

choices and pattern-making… You could even add some images or 

colours to help portray the mood of your tanka! 



6. Reading Drama 

This is the opening scene from William Shakespeare’s play 

Romeo and  Juliet. There are two different families who are 

enemies: the Capulets and the Montagues. Abram is a 

Capulet and both Sampson and Gregory are Montagues.  

In this scene, they happen to bump into each other in the 

streets of Verona, an Italian city where the play is set. At the time the play 

was set, it was considered a very rude gesture to ‘bite your thumb’ at 

someone else… 

 

ABRAM 
Do you bite your thumb at us, sir? 

SAMPSON 
I do bite my thumb, sir. 

ABRAM 
Do you bite your thumb at us, sir? 

SAMPSON 

Aside to Gregory 

Is the law of our side if I say ay? 

GREGORY  

Aside to Sampson 

No. 

SAMPSON 
No, sir, I do not bite my thumb at you, sir, but I bite my thumb, sir. 

GREGORY 
Do you quarrel, sir? 

ABRAM 
Quarrel, sir? No, sir. 

SAMPSON 
But if you do, sir, I am for you. I serve as good a man as you. 

 
 



1) Can you write a short explanation of what 

is happening in this scene? 

2) How would you describe the mood or 

atmosphere in this scene? Can you give 

some evidence to support your ideas? 

3) Why do you think all the characters continue to use 

‘sir’ when talking to each other? 

4) What is Sampson worried about? How do you know 

– what does he do? 

5) What does “I am for you” mean, from Sampson’s last 

line in the extract? 

6) Why could Sampson’s line “No, sir, I do not bite my 

thumb at you, sir, but I bite my thumb, sir” be seen as 

childish?  

7) Could you rewrite this scene with modern names and 

words? 

8) Design the stage set for this scene by adding labels 

for where your characters and props would be on 

stage. Think about how you feel this scene should 

look for your audience. 

 



Bumper Bookish Quiz  

answers… 

1. Seagulls 

2. Peru 

3. A mouse 

4. Poseidon 

5. Miss Trunchbull 

6. Spider  

7. Jeff Kinney 

8. Neverland 

9. The Dursley family 

10. Mrs Tiggy-winkle 

11. The Dumping Ground 

12. A faun 

13. A computer 

14. A hot air balloon 

15. Lord Darlington 

16. Skellig 

17. Black Beauty 

18. Kensuke’s Kingdom 

19. SilverFin 

20. Mildred Hubble 

21. The Other Side of Truth 

22. Wonder 

23. The Iron Man 

24. Holes 

25. Ebenezer Scrooge 


