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Dear Parents and Carers 

Thank you for your continued support and for supporting the remote learning of our young people. 

Remote Teaching and Learning  
To access remote learning, students need to check their TEAMs channels for each of their subjects. For 
information about their lessons and the work that is set, students should check the “assignments” tab, and 
the “posts” tab within their subject specific “TEAM”. Here they will find resources and instructions for their 
lessons which supplement or replace “live video” lessons. A reminder that students should, where possible, 
be following their normal timetable. If they are unable to attend a lesson then students are able to catch up 
by viewing the recording of the lesson and by using the resources uploaded. 

If you have any concerns or a requirement for support, please contact the classroom teacher in the first 
instance or your tutor via mailin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk 
 

Remote Teaching and Learning Student and Parent/Carer Questionnaire 
We will be sending out the Remote Teaching and Learning Student and Parent/Carer Questionnaire next 
week, week commencing 25 January, for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 to complete. Thank you to all Year 11 and 
13s who have completed the questionnaire this week. 
 
Pastoral Support  a reminder for all students that you should be receiving the following pastoral support: 

• One tutor lesson per week with your tutor 

• One extended tutor time session every two weeks (next one is the 29 January) 

• Videos from Senior Pastoral Leaders and/or Senior Leadership Team linked in Teams.  You can also view 

these on the school’s website Home - Malmesbury School 

• House assemblies and competitions 

• Upcoming pastoral events include: 

▪ Y7-11 - Extended Tutorial on the theme of endeavour 

▪ Y12-13 - Mental Health Talk Nova Associates-Positive Mental Health at Malmesbury School 

for A level 

▪ Mental Health week for all 

▪ House Assemblies for all students - Hope Springs and Random Acts of Kindness 

▪ Y7, 8 and 9 - Stay Safe Online Workshops for parents/students - external provider 

 

More details to follow. If you require additional support for whatever reason, please contact your tutor. 
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GCSE, A level, and Vocational Exams 

We recently sent parents of Year 11 and Year 13 students details about the DFE and Ofqual proposals 
regarding examinations and grades this summer. The consultation closes at 11:45pm on 29 January and is an 
opportunity for everyone to provide feedback on the proposals before a final decision is made.  
 
The proposals for awarding GCSE and A level grades can be found by following this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-
awarded-in-summer-2021. You can respond to the proposals by following the “respond online” link 
contained within the webpage.  

Proposals for Vocational and Technical qualifications, along with a link to provide a response, can be found 
by following this link: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-
arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021 

Year 13 

We understand that Year 13 students are getting very anxious about whether their mocks after February half 
term will be going ahead as planned. With a lack of certainty about when they will actually return, we feel 
that it is only fair to cancel the mocks sitting planned for 22 – 26 February.   

We hope to schedule a mock exam sitting once we know more about a likely date on which students will 
return. We will ensure that we give students at least three weeks’ notice, and staff will ensure that students 
have clear guidance about what they are expected to know.  

The DFE proposals regarding the awarding of grades this year includes a form of “mini exams” created by the 
exam board. Once we know more about these, we will be able to decide whether or not a mock exam sitting 
is viable and whether they are the right thing to do. Teachers will continue to assess student progress within 
their online lessons and may complete assessments within lessons once students return to assess progress 
and understanding.   

Students should continue to fully engage with the remote learning and to consolidate their learning as they 
normally would during Year 13. 
 
Year 13 full reports were originally scheduled to go out to students and parents on 28 January. Due to 
Parents’ Evening only recently taking place, we have replaced this with an interim report to avoid repetition 
of feedback. The interim report is likely to be sent out slightly later than 28 January due to delays that arise 
due to lockdown, but it will be with you this term. A full report is planned to go out later in the year, 
however dates for this will depend on developments with regards to school re-openings and possible mock 
exams.  
 
Year 11  

We are unable to provide definitive answers about how grades will be awarded this year until the DFE and 

Ofqual consultation has been completed. We understand that students may be feeling anxious about this. 

Our advice to students is to try not to worry about the things that are out of their control, but to continue to 

fully engage with the remote learning that is being provided, whilst starting to consolidate their learning as 

they normally would at this stage of the year. Revisiting old content, completing past papers, and preparing 

revision resources such as flash cards, will not only help them to prepare for any assessments that may take 

place in the future, but will also help them to improve their understanding of their courses which could help 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
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greatly in their future studies. The work that students put in during this period of online learning will be 

evident to their teachers upon their return.  

 

We are very pleased that so many Year 11s have applied to Malmesbury School Sixth Form. We would 
normally be interviewing students now to discuss their option choices and talk through any questions that 
they may have. Because this personal advice and guidance is so important, we have decided not to do this 
via Teams or phone but to wait until students return to school. In the meantime, if you have any queries 
around Sixth Form, please contact Mr Backwell – abackwell@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk or see our website 
2020 Virtual Open Evening - Malmesbury School  
 
Our Head Students have been working hard to launch a new Instagram page for the Sixth Form that 
promotes our Post-16 provision and informs prospective students about subject content. You can find it 
here: https://www.instagram.com/malmesbury_sixthform/ or search for :  Malmesbury_sixthform. Please 
pass the link onto your daughters and sons and ask them to follow the page.  
 

Work Experience Year 10 and 12 
Unfortunately, it is looking like we will be unable to run work experience as a traditional out on-site visit for 
a week for Year 10, and a two day out on-site visit for Year 12 (work shadowing). Currently we are sending 
out information as and when we have it of virtual work experiences that companies are offering. These 
companies are offering evening/weekend, half term experiences ranging from a few hours, to a week. There 
are a few companies out there offering paid work experience - we will NOT advertise these to students. We 
would encourage students to take up offers that interest them and then to let us know if they participate in 
one of these. We will look to do more work around careers in the summer term. In the meantime, students 
have information about virtual WEX sent to them by Sarah Griffin the schools careers advisor and on the 
ilearn TEAMS page. We recommend following speakers for schools on Twitter, Instagram or Facebook as 
they continually offer careers talks and experiences for students. Please see a link to their website: VWEX - 
Speakers for Schools 
 
Year 9 Options 
The welcome video, main presentation, Year 9 Options Booklet and subject videos can all be found on our 
school website here: https://www.malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/curriculum/year-9-options-2/  
 
The option form is online this year and the link will be shared on Monday 8 February after both Year 9 
Parents’ Evenings have been held. The deadline for forms to be completed is Monday 15 February. Please 
read the Year 9 Options Booklet carefully as it explains the options process in detail. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Howe at jhowe@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk . 
 
Parents’ Evenings and Parents’ Consultation Evening 
Parents’ Evenings this year are taking place using “Schoolcloud”. This is a web-based platform that allows 
parents to book appointments online and attend video meetings with teachers.  

Guidance about how to book appointments and attend video calls will be sent to parents before each 
evening the week before it takes place. Parents of students in 9CB, 9EM, 9JV, 9RM, and 9SM will have 
received guidance regarding the Parents’ Evening taking place on 28 January. Parents of students in 9HH, 
9BW, 9SG, and 9CP will receive guidance next week regarding their Parents’ Evening on 4 February.  

Year 11 Parents’ Evening will take place on 11 February.  

mailto:abackwell@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/sixth-form/2020-virtual-open-evening/
https://www.instagram.com/malmesbury_sixthform/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/curriculum/year-9-options-2/
mailto:jhowe@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
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The Parents’ Consultation evening scheduled for 27 January will not be able to go ahead as normal. These 
are scheduled in the calendar in addition to parents’ evenings and an opportunity to discuss specific 
concerns with teachers. If you have any concerns which need addressing, please contact the school via 
mailin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk clearly stating the name of the teacher you wish to contact and details of 
the concern.  

Year 7 TEAMS and the Chat Function 
Over the last week we have had quite a few conversations with students about the use of the chat function 

on TEAMS; please could we ask that you do the same at home. The chat function is for the teacher to 

interact with students about the learning. TEAMS chat is not a social media tool for chatting to friends, or 

silly behaviour. Any inappropriate use of the chat function (written text and use of emojis!) will result in us 

disabling this function for students. 

 

Once again huge thanks to all our community for pulling together and supporting each other.  

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Rupert Moreton 
Headteacher 
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