
 

Malmesbury School  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
A charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales, as The Athelstan Trust 

 Company No: 7699625 

 

Corn Gastons  
Malmesbury  
Wiltshire  
SN16 0DF  

T: 01666 829700  

admin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk  
www.malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk  
 
Headteacher: Rupert Moreton  

DJB/rem 
1 March 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Prior to welcoming back all our students week commencing 8 March we would like to clarify the measures 
that we have put in place to comply with government guidance and to ensure students and staff stay safe. 
 
Face coverings 
The government’s roadmap recommends that face coverings in secondary schools are extended to all indoor 
environments, “including classrooms”, for a “limited period”.  Where staff and students are exempt, they 
will be provided with an exemption card on a lanyard.  Parents should inform Student Services, if they have 
not already done so if their child is exempt from wearing a face mask so that a lanyard can be allocated.  
Students who are exempt from wearing a facemask will be offered a visor to wear. 
 
Regardless of your own position on the wearing of facemasks please understand that this is the government 
guidance that we are required to follow. 
 
Testing 
Detailed information regarding testing has already been sent out, however if your child misses their first test 
due to absence, they must go immediately to the tennis courts on their first day back in school and seek 
help from the member of staff who will schedule them a test as soon as possible.  Students are not allowed 
directly into the school until they have had their first negative test.  
 
Positive COVID tests 
If your child has had a positive COVID test (outside of the tests that we are running in school) please ensure 
that you inform the school.  We are required to report any positive tests for staff and students to Public 
Health England.  
 
If your child has had a positive COVID test in the last 90 days they should not have a lateral flow test at 
this current time.  This is due to the risk of showing a positive test on the lateral flow test, even though 
they are no longer infectious.  If you have not already informed us, please contact the school if your child 
has tested positive in the last 90 days. 
 
One-way systems and bubbles 
Year groups will remain in bubbles as they were prior to the Christmas holidays.  Year groups register in 
particular zones of the school and move to lessons via a strict one-way system around the outside of the 
school building to ensure minimum crossover between year groups.  At break and lunch, students will again 
be in year group zones and as the weather has been good of late this will include the use of the internal 
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school field which will help ensure that students have plenty of space without the need to be near students 
from other year groups.  It is important to note that unless it is raining heavily students will be required to 
remain outside at break and lunchtimes.  Students are only allowed to be inside if they have made a prior 
arrangement with a member of staff or it has been declared a “wet weather break” by the Senior Leadership 
Team.  
 
At lunch times years 7 and 8 will leave lessons 10 minutes early to give more time for students to collect 
food from their year group food stations.  At the end of the school day year 9 and 10 will finish lessons at 
3.20 pm to ease congestion leaving the building and to ensure students have time to space themselves 
accordingly on the buses. 
 
Lessons 
During the week commencing 8 March, for online lessons staff have been given the option to set work and 
where possible they will be available on the chat function.  This is due to staff supervising the testing of 
students who are in school and supporting the students whilst they wait for COVID tests and results.  Some 
teachers may still be able to deliver live lessons but this is not an expectation.  Teachers will of course be 
delivering timetabled classroom lessons for students who are in school. 
 
Hand sanitising 
As before the lockdown, hand sanitiser/cleaning stations will be present in all classrooms and toilets. 
Students will be expected to sanitise their hands on entering and exiting the classrooms.  Students will also 
be required to wipe down desks and equipment to ensure they are clean and ready for the next group. 
 
Uniform 
As the weather is milder, we will be reverting to our normal school uniform policy (this is also in line with 
government guidance - “We would encourage all schools to maintain their usual uniform policies.  Uniform 
can play a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of a school and setting an appropriate tone.”)  This 
means that students will no longer be allowed to wear PE jumpers or coats in the classrooms and should be 
in their normal school uniform.  If the weather takes a turn for the worse it is up to individual class teachers 
to assess the situation and decide as to whether students need an extra layer (windows and doors will be 
open in classrooms to ensure airflow). 
 
PE 
The school lockers will not be in use; therefore, students should continue to wear their official Malmesbury 
School sports kit to school on PE days.  This means at the beginning of PE lessons students are able to drop 
bags in the changing rooms and go back outside as quickly as possible.  We are unable to conduct PE lessons 
indoors currently, therefore students must be prepared to be outside and should bring appropriate kit and 
uniform to change into if the weather is poor.  In terms of extra-curricular clubs, the PE department are 
planning a full and wide ranging extra-curricular programme for all year groups as soon as possible once the 
in-school testing process is complete.   
 
Buses 
Buses and taxis are running as normal from the 8 March.  Face masks are compulsory on school transport 
unless students are exempt.  Students should where possible should sit next to peers in the same year group 
to minimise cross over between the in-school bubbles. 
 
 



    
 

 

 

 

 

A charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales, as Malmesbury School 
 Company No: 7699625 

 

As a final note I feel it is important to point out that as a public institution we follow the guidance provided 
by the government.  On a daily basis we are trying our best to keep students and staff safe and supported 
during this difficult time.  Despite personal opinions that people may have on different aspects of the 
guidance it is important to understand that we are acting in the best interests of the whole Malmesbury 
Community.  
 
We understand that many people have very strong views on the COVID pandemic as a whole and we 
genuinely want to do the best we can with the guidance we have been given to get students back into school 
and provide a first-class education. 
 
Thank you for your support and we wish you and your family the very best of health as we make this final 
push back to a normal way of life. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Dan Baker 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 


