
English Language in Year 10 and 11 
 

Subject title English Language 

Exam board AQA 
Exam board specification number 8700 
Entry level GCSE 
Setting arrangements Half-year sets 

Time allowance each fortnight 4 hours per week for English (English 
Language and English Literature) 

Assessment and coursework 
 

Types of Assessment 
Students are working towards two external exams at the end of Year 11: 

• Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

• Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
At some stage over the duration of the two-year course (i.e. Year 10 and Year 11), 
students will sit an internal exam: 

• Spoken Language – this is compulsory for all students taking English 
Language GCSE but does not contribute towards their final grade. Students 
will achieve a separate certificate at the level of Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

 

Throughout Year 10, students will be assessed by their English teachers. Most 
assessments will be taken in controlled, timed conditions in the classroom in 
order to prepare students for the GCSE exams at the end of Year 11. 

 
In addition to this, Year 10 students will sit an end-of-year exam on English 
Language Paper 1. 

 

Timings of assessments 

Both external exams are 1 hour 45 minutes each 

The Spoken Language exam is approximately 10 minutes long 
 

Nature of assessments 
Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing: 

• Section A Reading: Students are provided with fiction extract they will not 
have seen before. They answer four questions about this extract which will 
assess their reading skills, including their ability to analyse language and 
structure and to evaluate the writer’s methods. 



• Section B Writing: Students will be given a choice of two creative writing 
tasks which can require narrative and/or descriptive writing skills. 

The two sections are worth an equal number of marks. 
 

 Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

• Section A Reading: Students are provided with two non-fiction texts they 
will not have seen before. One of these texts will be pre-20th Century. 
Students will answer four questions about these extracts which will assess 
their reading skills, including their ability to synthesise information from the 
two texts, make inferences, analyse language and compare the writers’ 
methods. 

• Section B Writing: Students will be required to write a non-fiction piece 
which argues a viewpoint. The title will be provided. 

The two sections are worth an equal number of marks. 
 

Topics covered during the course 

• Responding to literary fiction 

• Responding to literary non-fiction, including pre-20th Century texts 

• Descriptive writing 

• Narrative writing 

• Writing to express a viewpoint 
Many of these topics will not necessarily be taught discretely. Teachers will often 
use the texts that students are studying for their English Literature GCSE to 
develop the skills they need for English Language. For example, rather than 
teaching ‘Responding to literary fiction’ separately, teachers may choose extracts 
from the plays and novels students are studying in order to practise these skills. 

 
Skills developed during the course 

• Retrieving information from texts 

• Analysing language 

• Analysing structure 

• Evaluating writers’ methods 

• Synthesising texts 

• Making inferences 

• Comparing writers’ methods 

• Descriptive writing 

• Narrative writing 

• Writing to express a viewpoint 

• Writing with accurate spelling, and accurate and varied punctuation, 
grammar and vocabulary 



Home study 
Expected time allocation for the subject 
Specific homework tasks will be set as and when it is appropriate to do so. Students 
at GCSE should be expected to work independently to consolidate their learning in 
lessons, via reading over and annotating class notes for example. As an 
approximate measure, 45 minutes at KS4 should be used to indicate when a young 
person has applied themselves to independent study/homework. 
Help for home study 
Students should use these resources throughout the year, including when no 
specific homework task has been set: 

• The GCSE Pod 

• There are also web links to other useful sites for revision and extra help. 

• The school website  

• Teachers are in the process of setting up TEAMs for their classes where they 

can post useful documents, revision resources and past papers for students 

to access at home. 
 

 

Additional support for the course 
You may like to use the following resources to support your learning during the 
course. There are a great number of revision guides out there for English but not 
all of them are for the AQA exam board or for the new syllabus. Therefore, we 
recommend that you use the ISBN numbers below to make sure you purchase 
the correct editions! 

REVISE AQA GCSE English 
Language Revision Guide (REVISE 
AQA GCSE English 2015) 

ISBN:  978-1447988052 

REVISE AQA GCSE English 
Language Revision Workbook: For 
the 9-1 Exams (REVISE AQA GCSE 
English 2015) 

ISBN: 978-1447987833 

 
Other sources of help 
Students can seek out subject teachers at any time to ask for support or help 
with topic areas. 

 
Teachers will often run lunchtime revision sessions in the run-up to the terminal 
exams. Students will be informed of these at the time. 

 
Other sources of information about the course 
Packs of practice materials can be found on the school’s R drive which students 
can access from any school computer.  


