
English Literature GCSE (Year 10) 
 

Subject title English Literature 

Exam board AQA 
Exam board specification number 8702 
Entry level GCSE 
Setting arrangements Half-year sets according to need 

Time allowance each fortnight 4 hours per week for English (English 
Language and English Literature) 

Assessment and coursework 
Types of Assessment 
Students are working towards two external exams at the end of Year 11: 

• Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 

• Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry 

Throughout Year 10, students will be assessed by their English teachers. Most 
assessments will be taken in controlled, timed conditions in the classroom, in 
order to prepare students for the external exams at the end of Year 11. 

In addition to this, students will take an end-of-year exam which will be a 
modified version of English Literature Paper 2. 

 

Timings of assessments 

• Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• Paper 2: 2 hours 15 minutes 

 
Nature of assessments 

All external exams are closed book i.e. students will not be permitted to take 
copies of their set texts into the exam with them. 

The explanations below outline the expectations in the two external exams at 
the end of Year 11. For class assessments in Year 10, students will do slightly 
modified versions of some of the exam questions, taking into account how much 
of the course they have studied at each stage. 

 
Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 

• Section A: Shakespeare. Students will write an essay response to one 
question on the Shakespeare play they have studied. They will be required to 
write in detail about an extract from the play (which will be printed on the 
exam paper) and then to write about the play as a whole. 



• Section B The 19th Century Novel: Students will write an essay response to one 
question on the novel they have studied. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the novel (which will be printed on the exam 
paper) and then to write about the novel as a whole. 

The two sections are worth an equal number of marks except that there are four 
additional marks available for spelling, punctuation, grammar and vocabulary on 
Section A. 

 

Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry 

• Section A Modern Text: Students will write an essay response to one 
question (from a choice of two) on the modern text they have studied. This 
section is worth 30 marks for content with an additional four marks 
available for spelling, punctuation, grammar and vocabulary. 

• Section B Poetry: Students will write an essay response to a comparative 
question on two poems from the anthology cluster they have studied. One 
poem will be printed on the paper and students will choose which other 
poem to write about from memory. This section is worth 30 marks. 

• Section C Unseen Poetry: Students will be provided with a poem they have 
not seen before and required to write about it. They will then compare this 
poem with a second unseen poem. This section is worth 32 marks. 

 

Topics covered during the course 
The Literature course revolves around the set texts that students will study for 
their exams. Teachers will select which texts to study from the choices in 
parentheses below. In Year 10, students will begin studying some of their set 
texts. Teachers may not make a final decision on which ones to do for the exams 
until the end of Year 10. For example, students may study extracts from a range 
of Shakespeare plays in Year 10, before deciding which play to do for their exam. 

• A modern text (one of: An Inspector Calls, Blood Brothers, The History Boys, 
DNA, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time play, A Taste of Honey, 
Lord of the Flies, Telling Tales, Animal Farm, Never Let Me Go, Anita and Me, 
Pigeon English). 

• Poetry – students will study a cluster of poems in the AQA anthology: 
either ‘Love and Relationships’ or ‘Power and Conflict’. They will also study 
additional poems to prepare for the unseen poetry section of Paper 2. 

• Shakespeare (Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, The Merchant of 
Venice, Much Ado About Nothing or Julius Caesar). 

• A 19th Century Novel (The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, A Christmas 
Carol, Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, Frankenstein, Pride and Prejudice or The 
Sign of Four). 



Skills developed during the course 

• Forming interpretations of texts 

• Supporting interpretations with textual references 

• Analysing language 

• Analysing structure 

• Analysing form 

• Forming comparisons between texts 

• Understanding the relationships between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written 

 
Home study 
Expected time allocation for the subject 
Specific homework tasks will be set as and when it is appropriate to do so. Students 
at GCSE should be expected to work independently to consolidate their learning in 
lessons, via reading over and annotating class notes for example. As an 
approximate measure, 45 minutes at KS4 should be used to indicate when a young 
person has applied themselves to independent study/homework. 
Help for home study 
Students should use these resources throughout the year, including when no 
specific homework task has been set: 

• The GCSE Pod 

• There are also web links to other useful sites for revision and extra help. 

• The school website  

• Teachers are in the process of setting up TEAMs for their classes where they 

can post useful documents, revision resources and past papers for students to 

access at home. 

 

Additional support for the course 
There are a number of useful revision guides available for each of the set texts 
students will study. CGP, York Notes and Cambridge all publish revision guides. 
Flipsco cards for all the set texts are particularly good. Please take care to ensure 
that any guide you purchase is designed for the current syllabus – sometimes 
referred to as the 2015 specification or labelled Grades 1-9. 

 
Other sources of help 
Students can seek out subject teachers at any time to ask for support or help with 
topic areas. 
Teachers will often run lunchtime revision sessions in the run-up to the terminal 
exams. Students will be informed of these at the time. 

 

Additional information about the course 
Packs of practice materials can be found on the school’s R drive which students 
can access from any school computer.  


