
 GCSE GEOGRAPHY  
 

 
Subject content:  
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 
This unit develops an understanding of the physical processes and features in different environments in 
the UK and around the world. It provides students with the knowledge about the need for management 
strategies governed by sustainability and consideration of the direct and indirect effects of human 
interaction with the Earth and the atmosphere.  
 
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 
 
Section B: The living world 
 
Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK 
 
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
This unit is concerned with human processes, systems and outcomes and how these change both spatially 
and temporally. Students will develop an understanding of the factors that produce a diverse variety of 
human environments; the dynamic nature of these environments that change over time and place; the 
need for sustainable management; and the areas of current and future challenge and opportunity.  
 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
 
Section B: The changing economic world 
 
Section C: The challenge of resource management 
 
Paper 3: Geographical applications 
This unit involves students being given pre-release material and asked to comment and evaluate on the 
geographical issues within. Within this paper is the opportunity for students answer questions on their two 
field tip investigations that take place in year 10 and 11.  
 
Section A: Issue evaluation 
 
Section B: Fieldwork 

 
Skills developed during the course 
Skills at GCSE are further developed from Key Stage 3. Students will use literacy, numeracy and map skills 
throughout their time studying GCSE geography.  
 

 
 

Subject title Geography 9-1 

Exam board AQA 

Exam board specification number 8035 

Entry level GCSE (not tiered) 

Setting arrangements Mixed 

Time allowance each fortnight  5 hours 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_A_The_challenge_of_natural_hazards_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_C_The_living_world_1_1_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_A_Urban_issues_and_challenges_1_2_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_B_The_changing_economic_world_1_2_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/challenges-in-the-human-environment#id-Section_C_The_challenge_of_resource_management_1_2_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/geographical-applications#id-Section_A_Issue_evaluation_1_3_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/geographical-applications#id-Section_B_Fieldwork_1_3_2


Assessment 
There are three exams and no coursework. 
 
Papers 1 and 2 are 1 hour 30 minutes long each worth 35%   
Paper 3 is 1 hour 15 minutes and contributes to the final 30 % of your GCSE grade. 
 
Across year 10 and 11 there are end of unit tests to help show students learning over time.  

 
Home study 
Students will be set regular homework. The format of the homework may vary through each topic, but one 
homework will aim to improve student’s literacy, numeracy, understanding of exam questions and recall. 
Revision will be provided for students before assessments. Homework support can be found on 
SharePoint.  

 
Additional support for the course 
Students may like to use the following sources to support their learning during the course:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc 
https://malmesbury.sharepoint.com/sites/geographygcse  
There are a range of AQA 9-1 GCSE Geography revision guides available. Opportunities to buy these 
through school at a discount will be provided in year 10 and 11.  

 
Additional information about the course 
Students will need to always have pencils, pens, calculator and a ruler for geography lessons. They would 
also benefit from a protractor, green and purple pen, glue stick and scissors. Students will be given an 
exercise book in which to complete classwork and homework.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://malmesbury.sharepoint.com/sites/geographygcse

