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Happy New Year to everyone in the 
Malmesbury School community.  We 
come back to the new term during a 
fast changing and challenging time 
and I would like to thank all stu-
dents, parents and staff for their 
wonderful support.  Staff have been 
working incredibly hard to provide 
our online offer and I have been in-
credibly impressed with the engage-
ment and attitude of our students.  
It is important that if you have any 
issues with accessing work that you 
contact school so that we can pro-
vide support.  Our COVID testing 
centre is up and running and I have 
been humbled by how many members 
of the community have volunteered 
to help with testing. We are cur-
rently able to operate the facility 
with staff in school, but depending 
on the guidance when we reopen ful-
ly, we may be in contact to take you 
up on your generous offers of sup-
port.  In the meantime we wish eve-
ryone all the very best during this 
difficult time and hope that you and 
your family stay safe. 
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Ellie meets royalty as she is presented 

as Lord Lieutenant Cadet for Wiltshire. 
Ellie Hendricks (Yr 12) has been awarded the incredible honour  of being the Lord Lieuten-

ant Cadet for Wiltshire this year.  One of her first duties was to meet Prince Charles at 

Salisbury cathedral.  Here is Ellie’s blog of that  incredible day. 

Unfortunately due to COVID restrictions the Lord Lieutenant Cadet appointment 
ceremony in October was delayed and no events have taken place since being 
awarded the Lord Lieutenant Cadet position, so you can imagine my surprise 
when I heard that not only was I able to attend an event with the Lord Lieutenant  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in December, but that my first event was a Royal visit from His Royal Highness, 
Prince of Wales; the future King of England and his wife, the Duchess of Cornwall. 

The event was at the Salisbury Cathedral, commemorating the 800th anniversary 
of the founding of the cathedral, there was also the unveiling of a commemora-
tive stone, made of 150-million-year-old Upper Jurassic Limestone, this was ex-
tracted from the same seam of stone originally used to build the Cathedral. 

On a very foggy Monday morning, 7th December; I was both excited and slightly 
nervous whilst getting in the car with my Lord Lieutenant Cadet uniform, packed 
ready for the event - because turning up in a creased uniform probably wouldn’t 
have been a good start! Double checking everything, my father and I set off to 
Salisbury. 



When I arrived, we were met by a lady who was checking IDs and invi-
tation at the gate and beyond that I could see police men covering the 
entrance of the building. She had told us to wait as we had arrived 
quite early. As we waited people trying to enter the Cathedral were 
being told to leave, as there was an event going on at the Cathedral. 
I  then started to get really excited; it made me realise the enormity of 
the event and that I too was being classed as a rather important per-
son. 

Within a few minutes, the Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Mrs Sarah 
Troughton, and her husband arrived and greeted us at the gate. For 
the next 12 months, I will be accompanying the Lord Lieutenant Sarah 
Troughton to prestigious and important events throughout Wiltshire. 
Her own role dates back to Henry VIII and she was appointed by 
Queen Elizabeth II. Mrs and Mr Troughton were incredibly kind and a 
few moments later we were allowed to walk to the cathedral. 

Just before we got inside, we were told more detail about the protocol 
for when Their Royal Highnesses arrived. I also met with another two 
Lord Lieutenant Cadets - there will be four of us representing the Wiltshire cadet forces over 2020/21. 
They were both really nice, and we talked while other guests were arriving, we also got to look around the 
cathedral whilst meeting lots of interesting people. 

Roughly an hour later, we gathered outside for the arrival of His Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Charles and his wife; the Duchess of Cornwall, Camilla. 

As they arrived and started walking into the cathedral, it was our duty to salute. As they passed us on the 
way to the cathedral. It was so nerve-racking and thrilling at the same time. Even though they didn’t talk 
to us on the way in, they did smile as they walked past. After they had entered the building, we were lucky 
enough to watch the ceremony from the back of the Cathedral rather than waiting outside for the service 
to end. It was really interesting to watch, the speech and photos made it into the newspapers because His 
Royal Highness had made reference and gave thanks to the research community who had developed 
COVID vaccines. 

After the service had ended, the Royal couple left with the Lord Lieutenant while we were sat at the back 
unfortunately we were unable to join them or follow behind, so we ended up getting separated from the 
Lord Lieutenant. Finally, when most people had left, we were able to leave through the visitors exit. We 
waited by His Royal Highness’ car preparing to salute their Highnesses as they left. All three of the Lord 
Lieutenant Cadets stood by her majesty’s car, since they were leaving in separate vehicles. We waited in 
anticipation as they said goodbye to those who were also invited.  

By the time Her Royal Highness, Duchess of Cornwall Camilla exited the building all the Lord Lieutenant 
Cadets were rather cold but that didn’t change our excitement. When she came over to talk to all of us, 
she was very friendly, and she took the time to talk to all of us before she got in the car. She asked me 
whether I was  thinking of joining the Rifles Regiment since she is now the ‘Colonel-in-Chief of The Rifle 
Regiment’ and then she also asked how we all were?  

A couple of minutes later, His Royal Highness also came out of the Cathedral having done something for 
the media and met with a lot to people and although I had tried to ignore the media and cameras that 
seem to be almost everywhere throughout the event, you could tell that as soon as Prince Charles walked 
out, the photographers were taking hundreds of photos of His Royal Highness. As we saluted, he came 
over the talk to us. Asking if we were cold and if this was our first event as the Lord Lieutenant Cadets. I 
was very grateful that he took the time come and talk to all of us. He was really kind and very cheerful. 
Moments passed and His Royal Highness eventually left Salisbury Cathedral by car. 

The event was over, and I had completed my first Lord Lieutenant Cadet duty and met the future King of 
England. We all then left the Cathedral feeling cold, proud and happy. 



Yr 11 Art students had a mock exam in December. Despite the  

challenges they have faced this year they produced some incredible 
work. 

Here is a small sample of some of the outstanding artwork created. 

 

 



 

Over the Christmas period the government laid out plans 
to test all students and staff for COVID using lateral 
flow tests.  We kicked into action, ensuring numerous 
staff were fully trained up and spent Monday 4th Janu-
ary converting the gym into a testing centre. 

So far over  550 tests have been  con-

ducted in school.  All results have been 

negative which is great news.  A huge 

thanks goes out to all the staff that have 

taken time to go through the training  

and don full PPE to set up the test centre, register and 

administer the tests. It truly has been a team effort.  

(Please be aware photos of the test procedure were taken by a teacher carrying out their own test. Hence no PPE.) 



FOR THE FALLEN 
At 11am on Wednesday the 11th November 

2020 the whole school observed a 2 minute si-

lence for Armistice Day.  Despite the COVID re-

strictions, a  socially distanced /bubbled cere-

mony was held in the Memorial Courtyard with 

a parade from our cadets. Unfortunately we 

were unable to be  joined by members of the 

Royal British Legion for obvious reasons.   

The Cadets were lead by Lord Lieutenant Cadet, 

Ellie Hendricks as they conducted the ceremony 

impeccably.   Wreaths were laid for the Army, 

Navy and RAF.  Mr Moreton laid a wreath on 

behalf of the school and Mr Wiles (who is a for-

mer soldier in the British Army) laid a wreath on 

behalf of the Royal British Legion.   

Head students  Fran Brown and Hermione Kent 

read poems by John McCrae and May Wedder-

burn Cannan. Head student Ollie Campbell then 

read the exhortation before 6th form student 

Sapphire Colpus played the last post.  This  was 

the final time Sapphire will play at the ceremo-

ny after doing a wonderful job for 6 years. The 

entire school then fell into silence for two 

minutes to remember the contribution of all 

our military service men and women involved in 

both world wars and later conflicts.  In a Malm-

esbury first, the ceremony was broadcast live 

on you tube so that students across the school 

could watch the ceremony as it happened. 

Lest we forget.  



Congratulations to Magnus De Chair (Year 7) for achieving the Ath-

elstan trust award.  He has so far amassed 131 house points which 

is incredible considering the amount of time students have actually 

spent in school with the current COVID restrictions.  Magnus has 

received house points for his constant hard work and effort and al-

so for raising an incredible amount of money in the Move for Mind 

charity fundraiser. Well done Magnus 

Well done to Ben Garlick (Yr11) for his innovative way of raising money 
for the Borneo expedition.  Fundraising is always a challenge, but in 
these difficult times, raising money for charitable causes is even more 
tricky.   Ben thought outside the box and came up with an ingenious idea 
to make “Doggie biscuits”  and has been selling these to dog owners in 
the locality.  It has been a great success. Excellent effort Ben. 

Well done to  Cydie Soriano (Yr 7)  for this wonderful piece 

of work  on “the history of the internet”.   

She put in a great deal of effort and 

said that it took her over 4 hours to 

complete! 

Wow, Amazing effort Cydie. 

Well done! 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated to our Annual Christmas food 

Collection in December. 

This year we chose to support the Swindon Food Collective.  

They are an independent food bank in Swindon and currently feed over 
6,000 people per year, one third of these are children. 

In total Malmesbury School collected 28 boxes of food which 
weighed over 300kg, a brilliant effort. The food will be sorted 
into packages and handed out to families in the new year    
period.  

A wonderful effort by everyone who donated.  



In November Mr Griffiths (Head of William House) 

launched the “Move for Mind” fundraising challenge.  The 

aim was to set an exercise challenge and raise money for 

better mental health.  Whether it was daily workouts, run-

ning 30 miles or cycling 300k over 30 days, fundraisers 

could choose their targets no matter how big or small. 

The response by students and staff was remarkable and 

an unbelievable total of over £8,400 was raised. 

The fundraising champions from each tutor group are 

listed.  Huge congratulations to all that took part. 

In December Miss Janes organised a Christmas cake competition where students could show off their 
fantastic cake making skills. 

Students made the rich fruit cakes from scratch, covered them with marzipan, flat iced using fondant and 
finally decorated them. the designs were incredibly diverse and showed a wealth of talent. Mr Moreton 
leapt at the chance to judge the cakes and had real difficulty trying to pick a winner due to the high 
standard. After much deliberating Mr Moreton decided the top 3 and the novelty prize winner.  

Imogen Baker10BE = 1st                 Hana Fletcher10HS = 2nd              Louise Wareham 10GD = 3rd          

Abi Wareham 10BE = Novelty prize 

The cakes were entirely the students own work and the standard was so high that really they all came 
first. 






