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Welcome to a bumper pre-Christmas edition of
Malmesbury matters. We are now internationally
recognised for the work in the science faculty in producing Youtube videos to support teachers particularly in demonstrating practical work. We regularly
receive appreciative letters from teachers nationally
and across the world who can access all the resources free of charge. This very much chimes with
the Athelstan Trust vision which focuses on collaboration. In October we hosted the Diana award antibullying training for young ambassadors inviting 4
other local schools including Sir William Romney
School who will be joining the Trust in April 2020.
Increasingly, staff from across the Trust are working
together, sharing ideas and resources helping to ensure we collectively deliver the highest possible quality of education for all our students. We had a really
fun week in November where students auditioned
for ‘Malmesbury’s Got Talent’ culminating in a variety performance on November 13th which was a truly
delightful and entertaining evening. At the time of
writing I am looking forward to the annual Christmas
concert which is always a highlight of the school calendar where we can admire and enjoy a mixture of
solo and group artists, the school choir, the orchestra
and of course the musical knowledge and dry wit of
our own legendary Mr Bradshaw. Although we’re not
quite there yet, I wish you all a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas break.

INCREDIBLE
By Harriet Smee

INDIA

In Summer 2019 two groups of 18 students from Malmesbury left for India, We had some understanding
of what we were doing and what we would get from it, but we had no idea how utterly rewarding the
entire experience would be.

Perhaps the most challenging but also rewarding experience from the entire trip was our time with LHA
volunteering in their on- on-one English speaking classes. We spoke to individuals of whom many were
refugees from Tibet or other countries which had been occupied by China. Hearing the stories from people who had endured this hardship was both humbling and thoroughly fascinating to see how different
their lives were to ours. One of the most interesting parts was hearing how many opportunities speaking
English would provide and how life changing a basic understanding of English would be.
As a group we were split and sent to two different childcare facilities for children in the local area.
Meeting children where the most basic of resources was clearly seen as a privilege was humbling. It was
fascinating to meet people of our own age already fluent in English as a second language and with a
gratefulness for their education that made us all revaluate quite how lucky we are. This was one of the
most rewarding sections of the trip and we certainly felt that we were making a direct difference through
the gifts we gave to the centres.
Learning about the Chinese occupation of Tibet and the effects that this had had on Tibetan people was
certainly humbling, hearing people speaking about such a difficult time in their lives but still having a
complete confidence in a better future despite the likely hood of a free Tibet being so tiny was astonishing and inspiring. We heard a range of different opinions including; the Tibetan Parliament in Exile, charities such as Students for a Free Tibet and individuals who had escaped Tibet themselves and although
they all had different opinions regarding how the situation would resolve the overwhelming emotion

I think its fair to say the entire group were apprehensive about the trek, we all knew it was going to be
challenging but the challenges we faced where often different to what we would have previously
thought. Many of us were worried about being too hot on the trek, we were in India so the idea that heat
would be one of our biggest challenges was not too farfetched – but how wrong we were! Heat was not
an issue instead the cold damp evenings were one of the most surprising challenges. The recurring monsoon rain meant that we were all soaked through as well as freezing which was a slightly unpleasant surprise for those of us who thought we were going to be suffering from sunburn. Another surprising challenge we found was that right at the start of our trek we shared a very steep and rocky path with a heard
of cows which certainly threw us right into the trek. We celebrated Emma’s birthday at this point in the
trip and having a Birthday cake made whilst camping in the foothills of the Himalayas certainty made her
Birthday one to never forget!
When we arrived back at Dharamsala after our trek we were looking forward to relaxing and enjoying
ourselves as a team- and that we certainly did! Despite the worries of potential ghosts in our hostel
(turned out to be squirrels on the roof) the last few days were bittersweet, although we knew we were
going home soon we still emerged ourselves in traditional Indian culture through getting our henna done
(and attempting to do it ourselves) and learning traditional Indian dances. One of my personal highlights
of the trip must be the karaoke night where Mrs Haines and Mr Freer’s duet of “Summer Nights” (Grease)
was one not to miss!
The trip was fascinating, challenging and humbling all at the same time. Being introduced to a unique culture (the fusion of Tibetan and Indian) that was completely different to anything that any one of us had
ever experienced was fascinating and the people we had met along the way left us humbled and inspired.
The experience was enriching and enlightening to a completely different way of life and everyone would
say they learned so much from this experience and I for one would do it again in a heartbeat.

Malmesbury Science You Tube
channel reaches
1 million Views
Malmesbury School Science department are thrilled to announce that their
You Tube channel has reached 1 million views.
Gabrielle Peers-Dent (Senior Curriculum Leader) explained that the initial idea
for the channel was as a way for Malmesbury School students to revise the required practicals for the new GCSE and help them catch up if they were absent.
“We couldn’t have imagined how successful our channel would become
though. Very quickly we started to get messages from students and teachers
around the country asking for us to film more.
We were complemented on the quality of the videos and the clarity of the explanations”. Physics teacher, Huw Rees, took on the challenge of producing the
videos. “Our science faculty does amazing work every day due to the expertise
of the teachers and it’s a delight to see this work having a wider influence and
benefitting young people all over the world.”
Messages have been received from far and wide including from a project in
Zambia. Shulegenie is a solar powered e-learning platform which are now utilising the You Tube videos with the aim to reach 15,000 students who have never seen the inside of a lab before.

Students in the spotlight
Nat Koszyk Yr 11 Nat is a member of the the incredibly
successful and popular Malmesbury Amatuer Boxing
Club along with many other students from Malmesbury
School. On the 3rd of November he fought in the Junior
Novice Championships in Hayes, London. Nat competed
in the 85Kg limit against Bobby Baines from Epsom.
Baines was incredibly aggressive throwing some brutal
shots. Nat used his skills to weather the storm and
came back with smarter point scoring boxing. At the
end of a tough fight Nat was declared the winner on
points. Congratulations Nat on a fantastic Victory. We
are aware that MABC works incredibly hard to give
many of our students the high quality skills and discipline they need to become excellent boxers. We are
keen to highlight the successes of our students so we
urge students and parents to let us know how they get on in their bouts.

Katy Jenkins Yr 10
A lot of hard work and practice is
starting to pay off for Katy. Following a series of selection events she
has been picked as part of the RYA’s
UK National Feva Sailing Squad (A
Feva is a double handed sailing dinghy which is part of the RYA’s Olympic pathway progression). The
squad will train together over the winter and she will be part of a team attending next summer’s world championships in Germany. Congratulations Katy,
hopefully we will see you at the Olympics in the future.

On the 26th November Year 7,
8, and 9 badminton teams who
took part in the school games
level 2 badminton competition.
The boys finished 3rd and the
girls won!
Congratulations to all involved.

Well done to the School Boc- Well done to the 1st team Rugby
cia team who took part in the squad who made it to round 4 of the
Wiltshire Level 2 competition Natwest Vase. They came up against
in early November.
tough competition in Wellington
School but battled right to the end.
They have now qualified for
the Level 3 competition in De- Congratulations to all the players on a
cember. Congratulations!
great season this year.

On the 18th October 25 Malmesbury
sixth formers joined a sell-out crowd at
Ashton Gate for the start of the Premiership rugby Season. They saw lots of
tries in a great win for Bris over Bath.

Neve Johnson and Grace Purnell (Year 9) have been
selected to represent the under 14s Wiltshire Schools at
football this year. Grace plays for Bristol City ladies and
Neve will be representing Swindon Town FC at the Barcelona Girls Cup in June 2020. Well done girls.

Congratulations to Ben Bristow and Scott
Griffin (Year 12) on achieving the 2nd Degree Black belt in Tae Kwon-Do. This is the
accumulation of 9 years of training and progression through the belts.

On the 27th November the Year 10 Rugby
team finished joint 3rd with in the Mid Wilts
area tournament. Thanks to Kingsbury Green
for hosting a great event. Well done boys.

Louis Harvey (Year 10) finished third in the 2019 Motorsport UK British Karting Championships. In a pulsating final race Louis battled hard to gain pole position on the grid. Unfortunately in the race luck was
not on his side. After a coming together with another kart he dropped back to seventh and then suffered
clutch issues as he managed to battle the Kart round. Before race two the clutch was worked on but unfortunately the problem was not rectified and Louis used all of his skill to get the kart round and finish in
4th. The strong finishes ensured that Louis ended the season as Great Britain’s number 3 seeded driver.
Katie Butcher (Year 11) went to the British swimming championships in Glasgow this summer. Katie made it to the final of the
50 back finishing 9th in her age group in Great Britain. Following
this Katie competed at the Welsh Summer Nationals picking up
2 gold medals in back and butterfly. Congratulations Katie, an
amazing achievement.

Aiden Burrows (Year 8) came 3rd in the
national water skiing champs. A wonderful achievement by Aiden . We
wish him all the best in future competitions.

George Paget (year 8) Won the British pairs acro-gymnastics Championships and as a result of that was
selected to represent Great Britain at the European Championships in Israel in October. Following the
heats George and his partner qualified for the final. They put on an excellent performance and came in
second place overall. A fantastic achievement. Following this George competed at the acro-league
championships in Portugal. He competed against an international field and his team won gold overall.
George continues to go from strength to strength in Acro-gymnastics and we wish him every success.
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No one dared breathe. The street was so eerily quiet, you could hear a pin
drop. The only sound to be heard was the rustling of coats in the bitter, winter
wind. Skeletal trees lined the edge of the street, their withered branches extended, slowly reaching for the buildings. Wide-eyed children sat, shivering
with cold and excitement, all at once. For there was a man; a man balancing
on a pole, about to juggle with fire.
The flames licked hungrily at the star-scattered sky, like a serpents tongue. The
man was dressed in a newly pressed suit, a top hat perched on his head. His
face was drained from colour, as white as a sheet, set in deep concentration.
Slowly he began to stand upright on the pole, just as the warm glow of the
moon crept over the tops of the buildings surrounding this astonishing feat.
Then there he was; the spectators gaped in awe as they saw him. A man silhouetted against the moon.
And he began. Many people shielded their eyes, thinking the worst. The pole
began to shift and wobble precariously, though the Performer didn't seem to
notice. Before long, many more people had arrived. Their mouths dropped
open. The fire roared and rose up taller and higher, as the man juggled.
Suddenly, the Performer caught all the blazing torches and threw himself backwards off the pole. He turned somersaults and twists, throwing himself here
and there, before landing elegantly on the cobbled street, face flushed and triumphant. The crowd erupted with applause. Children and adults, everyone,
had wide smiles plastered across their face, because this was the greatest
spectacle ever to be carried out before. This was going to make history.
By Ruby Upton

Year 11 Rat Week
During the week of the 18th November, thirty four Year 11 students conducted a whole-body dissection
of a rat over two evenings. The students did a brilliant job of carefully dissecting the rats and they observed and learnt about the digestive system, the urogenital system, the kidneys, the respiratory system,
the circulatory system and even the brain. The dissection helped students to appreciate how all the
mammalian organs that they study in GCSE Science are positioned within the body and gave us all an opportunity to discuss all of these organs in greater depth. Thank you to all the students involved, their enthusiasm, interest and above all their excellent and professional conduct during these sessions made this
event an incredibly enjoyable one to be a part of.

Science Entry Level and Step up to English Celebratory Breakfast.
During extended registration on November 22nd, the English and Science Faculties hosted a celebratory
breakfast for 28 Year 11 students who had achieved either the Step Up to English qualification or the Science Entry Level Qualification (or in some cases both of these qualifications). Students were presented
with their certificates by Malmesbury School’s Head Teacher Mr Barrett while they tucked into some
breakfast. We are incredibly proud of the students involved for their hard work and for achieving these
qualifications.

On Monday 30 September UCAS Create you Future
15 Music, Art, Drama and Dance students from Y11-Y13 went to the Excel in London to peruse the courses Universities, Art Colleges and Conservatoires offer for further education. The day was a particular eye
opener for the Y11 students who realised the breadth of what is open to them for further study.

On Wednesday 2nd October 2019 It was a delight to see Lucy Morris (left in 2015, Graduated
from Central School of Speech and Drama) back in Malmesbury with her feminist reworking of Tess of
the D’Urbervilles, complete with a folk band. The show performed at Malmesbury Town Hall was excellent, all performers were extremely accomplished and Lucy stage managed and produced the production
which is touring to 5 venues across the UK after its debut at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Lucy cofounded Ondervinden with the director and playwright Elska Weite, a fellow central alumni. Lucy is also
stage-managing at Peckham Theatre in London.

On the 19th November Malmesbury Schools annual Presentation evening was held at
Malmesbury Abbey. It was a chance for us as a school to recognise the fantastic achievements of the
students and to give a formal congratulations to our previous year 11 cohort by awarding them their
GCSE certificates. We were incredibly pleased that former Malmesbury headteacher and Deputy General
Secretary for the Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL), Malcolm Trobe came to speak at the
event. Amongst the award winners were Ellie Hendricks who won the Swagota Basak Memorial Prize.
Joe Rankin, Laura Deaville, Henry Yandell, Alex Tagg-Van Lany and James Deaville who won the Allan
Chiles Memorial Prize. Ben Thornbury who won the Local Action Award. Katie Brunskill and Charlotte
Martin who won the Warden & Freemen of Malmesbury Award. It was a wonderful evening and it was
great to hear so many Malmesbury alumni talking about their new adventures.

Malmesbury hosts
Diana award antibullying training
On the 8th of October Malmesbury school hosted Diana
award anti-bullying training. The day was organised by Miss
Coleman. Students from Royal Wootton Bassett Academy, Sir William Romney School, Thomas Keble school,
Bristol Gateway and Malmesbury School all took part in a
range of activities designed to give us the skills and confidence to spot the signs of bullying and to help and support others who are the victims of bullying.

There are 13 of us at Malmesbury who are anti-bullying ambassadors. On the day we had to work with students from
the other schools and do some confidence building exercises.
One of these was to write a nice message to a student from a
different school. It felt weird at first to write somebody I didn't know a message but it felt good to see them happy when
they read a kind compliment . It also made me feel good
about myself when I
got my nice message.

During the day we were given scenarios and we had to
make decisions on what was best to do and who to get help
from. This really gave us a good understanding as to what
we should do if we see bullying and how to make sure the
victim feels supported.

We also learnt about cyberbullying and how to block and
report people who were being unkind or doing things that
were making people feel uncomfortable. We also got more information about internet safety and
the importance of not accepting friend requests from people we don’t know.

It was a really useful day and we all now feel confident in what to do and how to help people who
feel they are being bullied. It was great to meet students from other schools and I really enjoyed
the activities we did during the day. We also all got a nationally recognised award at the end of it
which was a bonus.
Harry R—Year 7

Stuffing the Bustard
On November 14th the BBC Radio Wiltshire Bustard arrived at school to rapturous applause from the students.
Ben Prater and the BBC Wiltshire breakfast show were
pulling the giant Bustard around the towns of Wiltshire,
covering 50 miles in 5 days in order to raise money for
Children in Need.
The Great Bustard is the County Bird of Wiltshire and is on
the County Flag and the County Coat of Arms. They became extinct in this country in the middle of the 1800s
but have been reintroduced to Wiltshire from 2014.

Students and staff waited excitedly and patiently in the pouring rain and were over the
moon when Children in Need legend Pudsey
Bear arrived. All the students and Pudsey
went into the school gym to get out of the
rain and were treated to a dancing master
class by Pudsey with the finale being a lively
performance of YMCA by everyone who had
squeezed into the gym.

The Bustard then arrived and students were invited
to “stuff” the Bustard full of money that had been collected that morning. From the tutor group collections
and some of the money raised from Malmesbury’s
got talent the previous night the school managed to
stuff in well over £1000 (More money raised from
Malmesbury’s Got Talent was sent by cheque to Children in Need a few days later). An incredible effort by
the students and staff at the school. It was a fantastic
morning that was full of fun and laughter.
Well done the BBC Radio Wiltshire team on raising an
amazing amount of money for a wonderful cause.

Armistice Day
At 11am on Monday the 11th November the
whole school observed a 2 minute silence for Armistice Day. As is tradition we held a ceremony in
the Memorial Courtyard with a parade from our
cadets. We were incredibly honoured to be joined
by members of the Royal British Legion.
The Cadets were lead by 6th former Oscar James
as they conducted the ceremony impeccably.
Wreaths were laid for the Army, Navy and RAF. Mr
Barrett laid a wreath on behalf of the school and
two wreaths were laid for the Royal British Legion.
Head students Sam Vinter and Emma Williams
read poems by John McCrae and May Wedderburn Cannan. Head student Josh Mackrill then
read the exhortation before 6th form student Sapphire Colpus played the last post. The entire
school then fell into silence for two minutes to remember the contribution of all our military service
men and women involved in both world wars and
later conflicts.
Lest we forget.

This year in order to raise money for the house charities and Children in need Mr Griffiths (Head
of William house) organised Malmesbury’s Got Talent. Auditions took place for each house on 5-8th
of November at Lunchtimes. Students flocked to the school hall each day to watch a wide range of
talent from across all year groups. Judges chose the most entertaining acts to go through to the
finals night held on 13th November at 7pm.
The school hall was a buzz of excitement on the finals night and we were very fortunate to have
Marie Lennon from BBC radio Wiltshire to compere the show. There was not a spare seat in the
house when the first act, Teya Brezan bravely stepped on stage to perform her outstanding dance
routine. Acts that followed were singing from Claudia Rozalen Breton, Phoebe Bareham playing a
song she composed herself on the piano, Christina Panagiotopoulou-Chetesvili and Sheena Mae
Dasilag as a dance duo, Freya Willis performing musical theatre, Harry Morgan performing a
card trick, Marcus Woodhouse with stand up comedy, Henry Watermyer singing Flash by Queen,
Esme Hobbs performing ballet, Joe Edmondson singing Take That, vocalist Helena Sheppard
singing a pop song, Laura Tate, Annie Crossman and Paige Pearson-Cane as a dance trio, Amy
Smart and Tilly Charlton-Hunt singing Riptide by Vance Joy, Joshua Young-Weeks playing the
drums, Henry Porter with a juggling act, Lily Stevens singing a song from the stage show the
waitress, Jessica Howard performing magic, James Humphrey singing and Ellie Kinch closed the
show singing Skyfall by Adele.
All the performances were outstanding and the audience were treated to an incredibly entertaining
evening. The judges had some very tough decisions to make in order to choose the winners. After
a lot of deliberating the winners were Yr 7/8 Amy and Tilly, Yr 9-11– Sheena and Christina , Overall
Winner– Lily Stevens. Over £800 was raised on the night for children in need and £232 was
raised at the auditions for the house charities. Well done to all the acts involved and thanks to Mr
Griffiths for organising such a great event.

Alumni Reflections
The following piece was written by former student Lucy Plastow. It is important that students realise there are many different pathways
into a career and that they should choose the
right one for them.
‘For years I had grown up thinking that someone
who didn’t go to university would ultimately be at
a disadvantage in life, fewer career prospects,
less opportunity. I thought that was the whole
point of school.
University is a me thing, an individual choice. I wanted to start the
career ladder now, start earning and learning and not be swallowed
by debt. I was looking independently at general apprenticeship
routes (BMW group etc.) when an email was sent to tutors regarding
a St James’ Place Wealth Management apprenticeship scheme and I
quickly signed up to their Open Evening. I went, one year younger
than everyone else in the room, and loved what they had to offer. No
debt, a competitive salary, Gold DofE, and a level 7 apprenticeship in
financial services (equivalent of a master’s degree) once fully qualified.
I applied during Yr13 along with 433 others. I went through a series
of stages: initial application, video interview, assessment centres. I
went to the assessment centre having never been to a job interview
in my life. I was honest about what I had done and what I did and
didn’t know. I was myself. After 2 months of hearing nothing, I got
an email saying that I had got through to the final 25 people and was
asked to attend a final interview. I went with the same honest approach, and 2 weeks later I got a call offering me a job to start September 2019. I was ecstatic. They didn’t have to pick me, I certainly
didn’t have the best predicted grades out the other 432 applicants,
yet they gave me the job unconditionally. It’s something I am proud
to have achieved, it feels great to know that by the time I am 23 I
will be recognised as Chartered within the Financial Services industry.
I spent most of my life thinking that university was the only option,
the only option for anyone. However, it was just one option’.

Starting School
The year 7 experience so far
Starting secondary school at Malmesbury was really exciting but a little bit scary as well.
I came from a small primary school so only knew a couple
of people. The Team building days at the Cotswold water
park really helped me get to know my tutor group. We
took part in a high ropes course where we had to really support and encourage each other. We also used some off road
pedal cars. The course was really muddy and it was great
fun watching others get covered from head to toe in mud
as they raced through the huge puddles. It was not as
great though when it was your turn!
The teambuilding day really helped with making new
friends and now I have some really good friends who I didn’t know before starting here.
Secondary school Is much bigger than primary school. It was difficult to find my way
around at first but now it’s easy. There is lots more space to play and at lunch we are
more independent than we were at primary. Lessons are good and I like music , drama
and dance. I find learning new languages difficult but with the help of my teachers I’m
getting there. Some lessons are a lot harder than primary school but the teachers are really helping and supporting me.
The highlights this year so far have been making loads of new friends and having a brilliant time at the teambuilding
days.
Overall I have really enjoyed
starting at secondary school
and I’m looking forward to all
the challenges ahead.

By Charlie White, Year 7

