
Task 1: scrapbooking 
the Anthology
• Get yourself a scrapbook. It doesn’t need 

to be anything fancy. This will be an 
opportunity for you to create a page that 
expresses your response, understanding 
and appreciation of each poem. 

• Take a new page or double page for each 
poem.



What to include
1.Title and author’s name

2. At least three of your favourite 
quotations. (They can be single words!) No more 
than five quotations. There will not be time to 
deal with more in the exam.

Write them out and annotate them as 
appropriate. Include technical terms where you 
can. Find things you can say plenty about and be 
sure that you understand their role in expressing 
the poet’s ideas.

Try to include language analysis, something 
about sound and if you can, something about 
structure and form. It is only worth mentioning if 
you understand the significance of the poet’s 
choice.



3. Draw images or cut out pictures to 
help you remember them. Maybe use a 
colour palette that captures the mood 
and atmosphere of the poem or even 
references the colours in the poem. 
(Think about ‘Before You Were Mine’ 
which has references to colour within 
the poem.)

4. Make very brief notes about context 
focussing on how you think it affected 
the way the poem has been written. You 
don’t need the author’s dates but you 
will benefit from understanding 
something about when it was written 
and how it might belong to a type of 
poetry from an era.

(For example, Carol Ann Duffy – female 
poet – Glasgow – poverty)



5. Write a single summary sentence that explains the 
poem’s central ideas.

(For example: the speaker remembers his father on the 
childhood farm and how he idolised him.)

6. Are there any other poems that you feel this poem links 
well with? Write their names and very briefly which 
themes are similar.










