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 AUTUMN TERM 1 2022

Dates for your 
diary 

Whole School 
Return - Tuesday 
3rd January 

Year 13 mocks 
begin - Tuesday 3rd 
January 

Year 9 Options 
Evening - Thursday 
12th January  

Bugsy Malone - 
Mon 1st - Weds 3rd 
Feb 

Year 9 Progress 
Evenings - Thursday  
19th & 26th 
January  

Holocaust 
Memorial Day - 
Thursday 9th 
February 

Year 10 Progress 
Evening - Thursday 
9th February 

From the Headteacher’s desk… 

This term is always my favourite, there is a real sense of 
collective joy as we approach the festive season, and 
the school turns decidedly Christmassy when we have 

our amazing Christmas Concerts. To see so much talent on 
show from our students, makes me full of pride and I am 
delighted that so many parents were able to join us. 

Trips have been a feature this term with many opportunities 
for students to broaden their experiences, be that sporting 
fixtures across the region, theatre visits or trips to centres of 
learning, including a fantastic visit to a Hindu Temple.  

It is also a term of reflection, after our outstanding results at GCSE and A-level 
last summer, we have been recognised in The Times Parent Power rankings as 
one of the very best state comprehensive schools in the southwest. This is an 
incredible accolade for the school and is testament to the hard work of our 
students and staff. Our students work so well in school and I am impressed by 
the excellent commitment they show their studies, with behaviour to match. 

All that is left is for me to do is to wish you all a very happy, healthy and 
relaxing festive period with your loved ones. As always, I am already looking 
forward to welcoming all students back after the Christmas break on Tuesday 
3rd January.  

IN THIS ISSUE: 
News and Events - School Trips - Sports News - Year 7 - Sixth Form - Community Pages  

Featuring: forensics week, trips, sporting success and so much Christmas joy!
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Science Club 
Science Club has got off to a brilliant start with a 
lovely bunch of year 7 and year 8 students taking 
part each week. So far this year students have 

raced maggots, created square bubbles, 
investigated the science of fireworks, completed a 
rat dissection, taken part in a blood spatter 
experiment as part of Forensics Week (more on 
this later!) and made some edible science 
creations.  

New students are joining in every week so if you 
haven’t been before then you are still very 
welcome to join, head to S4 at 3.30-4.30pm 
every Thursday! 

News and Events

Christmas Cake Competition 
This editor had the impossible task of judging the 
Year 10 GCSE Food and Nutrition cohort’s 
Christmas cakes. These cakes really are 
showstoppers and demonstrated the hard work, 
effort and talent that is found in the DT block!  

Well done to you all -  and your families are very 
lucky to be able to enjoy these over the holiday! 
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Christmas comes to Malmesbury 

Every year Malmesbury School collects items for 
the local food bank, Swindon Food Collective. 
The four House Christmas trees are placed in 
various locations along the upper and lower 
“street”, and students and staff donate items for 
the food bank. This shows the school’s wonderful 
sense of community and the pictures show the 
generosity of our Malmesbury families.  

News and Events
Christmas Carol Service  

On Wednesday 14th December, our wonderful 
Music department hosted the community carol 
service at Malmesbury Abbey. This night was so full 
of Christmas joy and a real showcase of talent from 
our Malmesbury students. It really was the most 
lovely way to celebrate the last week of term. Well 
done to all our wonderful musicians! 
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Athelstan Maths Challenge 

On November 15th, ten excited Year 7 students 
travelled to Bradon Forest School to take part in 
the MAT Maths Challenge day.  There they 
worked as teams solving tricky puzzles and 
problems, including a cross number, relay round 
and building a polyhedron out of paper! 

Our two teams were fantastic, working incredibly 
well collaboratively and honing their 
communication skills too.  Coming 3rd and 7th, 
we were very proud of the work and success they 
achieved. 
  
We look forward to the Year 8 Challenge in 
February! 
  

News and Events

Rats!  
After school, on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th 
November, 26 Year 11 students had the opportunity 
to complete a dissection of an entire organism, a 
rat. The rats are injected with coloured latex, red 
into arteries, blue into veins and yellow into 
lymphatic vessels to enhance the dissection 
experience. 

On the first night, students prepared the rats for 
dissection by carefully cutting back layers of skin 
and muscle to reveal the organs beneath. On the 
second night, students observed and dissection the 
digestive system, the kidneys, the reproductive 
system, the heart, the lungs and in some cases 
even the brain.  

The students were fantastic, they conducted their 
dissections with care and diligence, and this 
enabled them to see and learn about mammalian 
anatomy, particularly how all the organs and organ 
systems relate to each other. The students were 
incredibly positive and enthusiastic during both 
sessions and it was a real pleasure to be a part of 
these sessions.  

Thank you to the staff (Mrs Griffin and Mrs Tall) 
who volunteered and gave up their time to ensure 
these sessions could happen.  
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Remembrance Day 

We were very honoured to have Charles Vernon, 
Ian Mace, Andrew Woodcock and Paul Thompson 
from the Malmesbury Branch of the Royal British 
Legion join our Air and Army Cadets, Police 
Cadets, Scouts, Guides and Explorers for this 
important occasion. Our head students and house 
council all came together to lay wreaths at the 
school’s memorial courtyard. 

The event was live streamed to all staff and 
students to enable all of the school community 
to be a part of the memorial service. 

Chloe in Year 11 played the Last Post perfectly 
before the whole school fell silent to honour the 
fallen. In a first this year, the names of all former 
Malmesbury students who have lost their lives in 
conflict were read out before the two minute 
silence. 

Remembrance Day is always an important day in 
our calendar and the way the students involved 
conducted themselves through the ceremony 
was exemplary.

News and Events
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News and Events

Bugsy Malone 
Rehearsals are bringing the sound of music of 
excitement to the corridors of Malmesbury - we look 
forward to seeing this musical to bring some post - 
Christmas cheer! 

Wreath making - part 1 
Throughout this issue you will see wreath 
making has taken over the school! Our first 
wreaths were created by students working in 
the Bungalow. Miss Daniels and Mrs 
Needham have enjoyed the joy the wreaths 
have brought to the Bungalow. Well done to 
you all for creating these stunning creations 
for Christmas!

I’m a Scientist… 
Student: ‘If a black hole tried to swallow 
another black hole what would happen?’ 
Physicist: ‘ the two black holes would merge 
and that they would give off a lot of energy in 
the form of radiation as they coalesced’ 
  
This is an example of some of the live chat 
conversations our year 8 science classes have 
been having in their lessons this month! Through 
a student-led STEM enrichment activity, students 
have been connecting with scientists working 
within the space industry, such as an engineer 
responsible for designing instruments that are sent to the moon to study lunar material and physicists 
investigating deep space using data from space instruments. They've had the unique and exciting 
opportunity to ask them about their studies, career routes and work, and of course our wonderful 
aspiring scientists asked some amazing questions, such as ‘how many light-years have you seen into 
space?’, ‘how hot is the sun?’ and ‘can a star turn into a planet?’ 

The scientists were fantastic, sharing their passion for physics, space, learning and science and 
answering as many of the questions as possible. 
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News and Events
Exciting Computer Science Update 
Computing staff and students are eagerly awaiting the delivery of brand-new widescreen monitors and 
high-definition display screens -all with the aim of making our amazing computing and programming work 
all the more productive, efficient and basically AMAZING. Friday afternoon lunch times may never be the 
same again, as we are very close to sealing the deal on some Minecraft Educational licenses....watch this 
space! 

Finally, Lego Robotics club is gearing up for the annual Lego Robotics Competition, early in the new year - 
a big thank you to Charlie Parker and his team of sixth formers for keeping this fantastically energetic club 
firmly on the rails!

Forensics Week 
On November 11th at 
approximately 19:00 hours a 
heinous crime was 
committed on the 
Malmesbury school site, and 
all the trophies were stolen 
from the trophy cabinet. Fortunately, Malmesbury’s ace detectives in 
Year 7 were on the case. 
  
Over the course of the following week, Year 7 students 
investigated a range of evidence in Science lessons and in 
Science club. They analysed a mysterious powder found at the 
crime scene by carrying out flame tests on metal ions and 
precipitate test to find out the nonmetal ion in the salt. They also 
separated the ink found in a note near the crime scene to see if it 
matched any of the suspects’ pens. 
  
After breaking codes, comparing fingerprints, and investigating 
the blood spatter found around the trophy cabinet, the year 7s 
were able to collect enough evidence to conclude that wicked 
Mr Jouny had stolen the trophies and was in the process of selling 
them on eBay.  

After a brief time behind bars, Mr Jouny has returned to 
Malmesbury on good behaviour after returning the trophies to 
their rightful place! 
  
This opportunity gave year 7 students an insight into the amazing 
work of forensics scientists!
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Anti-Bullying Week - November 
2022 

We have zero tolerance for bullying at 
Malmesbury School. We educate our students 
about what bullying is and how we can help 
ourselves and each other. Our educational 
approach encourages a better environment  for 
all, from a deeper understanding of the role we 
can all play to minimise the instances of bullying.  

The theme of anti-bullying this year is REACH 
OUT – where we encouraged students and staff to 
reach out to each other  even more than they 
already do!  We started the week with Friendship 
bracelets that you could only take to give to  

someone else. It was lovely to see so many 
students wearing their purple ribbons with pride. 
All students had a kindness passport – to 
encourage acts of kindness, some of the responses 
were amazing – and it genuinely was so heart-
warming to read the ways people had gone the 
extra mile.  

Activities ran all week from watching the football 
together (who can forget England’s 6-2 win over 
Iran) to making friendship bracelet workshops to 
powerful powerpoints and singing in the morning 
and all ending in a Friday Friendship ‘Just Dance’ 
Dance which saw lots of our year 7 (supported by 
students across the school) get a chance to just 
have some fun and get to know each other a bit 
more. 

News and Events
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Malmesbury Reads 

Earlier this term the whole school was a hive of 
reading activity for our annual Malmesbury Reads 
Day. 

Having a love of reading is not only a key to 
success but it also stretches and enhances the 
imagination!  

To kick the day off - students were encouraged to 
come in dressed as a character from their 
favourite book: this earned them their first stamp 
in their passports for the day. Departments across 
the school hosted a wide range of activities 
providing students with opportunities to win these 
coveted stamps. 

Three stamps led to claiming a free book from our 
wonderful book vending machine.  

Other ways to win stamps included: 

Book Bake Off 
We saw a fantastic range of book themed bakes 
with Gina Willett nabbing first prize for an 
incredible Alice in Wonderland inspired cake! 

Book Title Charades  
The drama department hosted a fun break time 
activity for students to have a go at guessing 
various book titles through charades! 

Einstein’s problems 
Students were invited to the maths department to 
test their brains with some of Einstein’s problems. 
There was definitely some teamwork going on as 
well as some healthy competition! 

Harry Potter Translations 
The languages department engaged students with 
the variety of ways the Harry Potter books have 
been translated. They explored why and how the 
varieties in translations occurred.  

Interactive Story Writing 
If you went over to the IT suite you would have 
been able to have a go with a fantastic piece of 
software which helps you plot out and write your 
own story. Students thoroughly enjoyed being 
able to move their story timeline around and see 
how planning and editing can help with your final 
piece of writing!

Reading with a hot chocolate 
It wouldn’t be Malmesbury Reads Day without 
having our library open and full of students 
reading their chosen books. They were welcome 
to enjoy a hot chocolate as they read and soaked 
up a joyful atmosphere.  

News and Events



10

MALMESBURY MATTERS AUTUMN TERM 2 2022

Maths support 

News and Events
Attendance - 
miss school and  
miss out on prizes 

Attendance matters - it is not just 
the missing out on social time with 
peers but missing school has a 
direct relationship to the GCSE 
grades a child is likely to achieve 
with. Over the next few months we 
will be launching attendance 
rewards.  

Our attendance New Year’s 
Resolution will mean that 100% 
attendance in January will receive a 
prize (from Mr Jouny!), and good 
attendance overall can translate into 
opportunities to win even bigger 
prizes!
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Sixth Form In Charge
Laura Deaville, Suzu Clemo and Lily Philips 
take over the editorial suite!  

Christmas Jumper Day 

On December 8th Malmesbury School took part in 
the annual Christmas Jumper Day. The national 
event raises millions for charity each year and is the 
perfect excuse to show off your best (or worst) 
Christmas jumper. This year was no exception at 
Malmesbury school, with teachers and students 
from all years getting involved, contributing to the 
festive atmosphere. With light up tinsel hats and 
reindeer onesies there was not much missing from 
our array of on theme outfits. 
The event itself encapsulated 
the merry mood within our 
school’s community in the 
lead up to Christmas. “It 
brought a real spark to yet 
again another wonderful 
week at Malmesbury school” 
Mr Saunderson, a 
psychology teacher.  

House of Lords Speaker 

On December 9th,  the entirety of the Sixth Form 
had the privilege of listening to a talk given by Lord 
Hogan-Howe, a crossbench peer from the House of 
Lords. He was the head of London’s Metropolitan 
Police as Commissioner of Police of Metropolis 
from 2011 until 2017. Not only did this provide our 
politics students with the opportunity to debate 
issues they’ve been learning about, but it also gave 
the vast majority of the students an insight into UK 
politics. This simple understanding of our politics is 
crucial to those students who are now eligible, or 
soon to be eligible to vote. Voting provides us with 

choice and an element 
of power, which if not 
used discredits 
ourselves as well as the 
rest of society. Whilst 
the underlying reason 
he was here was to 
educate us on our 
political system, his 
journey to his current 
position can inspire us 
all to accomplish what 
we choose, despite our 
beginnings.  
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Sixth Form In Charge
The Christmas Concert 

The lead up to the end of the Christmas term never 
seems far away after Malmesbury’s annual 
Christmas concert. The ‘three evenings of decidedly 
un-christmassy fun not only is a joy to watch but 
also ‘brings together a community of students that 
share a mutual passion for music’, to create an ‘awe 
inspiring’ performance. From songs such as 
Adiemus (sung in Latin – a dead language which the 
students brought back to life) to ‘you spin me right 
round’ the night ensured there was something for 
everyone. This couldn’t have been achieved without 
the brilliant music department who worked around 
the clock to ensure everything went smoothly, as 
well as the students who participated, and everyone 
who came to support them. Christmas hasn’t been 
yet and were already looking forward to next years! 
  
  
  

  
  

Sophia: Since I joined choir in my first year of 
secondary, I have loved performing in the Christmas 
concert each year. I always love how it brings 
together a community of students that share a 
mutual passion for music and never fails to be a 
general good time. 
 
Ben: The atmosphere at the Christmas Concerts 
always brings the joy that carries through the 
holidays. I have loved performing every year since 
year 7, and I hope everyone in concerts to come has 
the same experience! 
 

Henry Y (lights and general tech): Whilst not a 
musician, working on Christmas concerts has 
always been a highlight of my year, whether that be 
operating the followspot in the tower or doing light 
and sound at ground level with the rest of the team. 
Being able to vibe along whilst challenging myself 
technically is highly rewarding and extremely good 
fun. Watching the first full rehearsal day on the 
Tuesday and improving exponentially to a climax on 
the Friday is awe inspiring and I have so much 
respect for everyone involved 
 
Meg:  Having been a part of the concert since year 
7, it has always been the highlight of the school 
year for me. Months of preparation culminate in 
three evenings of decidedly un-christmassy fun, 
under the guidance of the brilliant music 
department. A highlight this year was the full 
company number ‘you spin me right round’ - which 
by the third night had the whole choir spinning on 
the spot and generally having a great time. Friday 
night particularly saw some emotional moments, as 
it was the final concert our year will do at 
Malmesbury, but it will be remembered as a joyful 
finale to end an era.  
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The View from Year 7    
As we approach Christmas it is my pleasure to pass 
on my congratulations to Year 7 for another fantastic 
term. They have really thrown themselves into 
school life and it has been particularly brilliant to 
see them participating in all the festive goings on at 
school.   To see Year 7 on stage in the Christmas 
concert was a real treat, and to see so many 
involved in extra-curricular clubs and representing 
the school in sports teams makes me burst with 
pride.  Below, you will see some contributions from 
the brilliant “Team Newsletter”.  I hope year 7 have 
a Merry Christmas and a restful and restorative 
break over the holidays.   I will see them for more 
adventures in 2023!  - Mrs Morris 

Busking for Bucks by Seren Hall 

On Friday 18th November 2022, various students 
from different years of the school showed their 
talents, performing in Busking for Bucks, which took 
place at lunchtime, raising money for Children in 
Need. There were many astounding performances, 
such as an amazing trombone performance from 
Seth (Y7) and Evangeline (Y7) with a lovely bit of 
singing.   Many other acts were shown too, and 
other students from across the school gave loose 
change to the shows that appealed to them most, 
and all the money was kindly donated to Children 
in Need. Pudsey and Blush would have been proud! 

The Christmas Concert by Felicity Conway 
& Lottie Landon, Photos by Leah Swinburne  

This is our first year doing the Christmas Concert. It 
was very lively and enjoyable for everyone there, 
including the primary school that came to watch 
rehearsals, the audience and performers. For 
example, the song “Sweet Caroline”, where 
everyone put their hands in the air and waved side 
to side singing merrily was great.     The song “You 
Spin Me Right Round” was very funny because the 
soloist was dressed in a wacky costume. It was as 
much a surprise for the audience as the performers, 
as this had not occurred in rehearsals! There were 

many kinds of soloists from singing to playing an 
instrument. Overall, everyone seemed to have a 
lovely time.   When we stood up in front of everyone 
it was so exciting, and it was so much fun to perform. 
It was a little bit scary but once we got out there, we 
were overjoyed.  

  
Sporting Superstars by Alice B 

Alice Blight has been busy interviewing other 
students in Year 7 about their sporting experiences 
both in and out of school.   Here is what she found 
out: 

I spoke to Megan C who started playing football 
when she was 7.   She won her first match the same 
year.  Also when she was 7 she started playing netball 
and so far this year she has won in netball.  She plays 
as goal attack, goal shooter or centre.   She really 
wants to be a pro when she is older.     I also spoke to 
Sienna who started playing football at about the age 
of 5.  Her favourite positions are centre, midfield and 
striker.   

Finally I spoke to Josh in 7HD who has been 
swimming competitively for 4 years.   He has got lots 
of silver and bronze medals with his eye on the prize 
of a Gold.     Josh is also a cross country and track 
runner.   He really likes cross country running 
because it is fun to run through different terrains.  
Last year, Josh got a qualifying time to represent 
South Gloucestershire at cross country running.   
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The View from Year 7    
Year 7 Netball Tournament:   Win or Lose? 
By Eloise Conway 

In the tournament when we arrived at Sheldon 
School and we went to a room to keep warm! We 
shared the room with another school while we ate 
and prepared for the first match.  We then moved to 
the gym, and after about 15-20 minutes we were 
sent outside to get warmed up.  
  
The first game we lost. We then did our cheers and 
went to go and get some water. The next game we 
lost but all played our best. The next game we lost 
again, but we did win against Corsham! We then 
lost the next two games after that, but no worries! 
After a final drink we sat down with the rest of the 
teams we played against then one of the teachers 
announced that we all played very well and 
thanked us for coming. She then started to 
announce the winners starting with 8th place.    We 
came in 7th place just above Corsham!   Sheldon 
came first! 
  
I think that all of us that went, played really well 
and I hoped we all enjoyed it! I’ll take this one as a 
win, because we played our best and now we have 
lots of learning room to improve! 
 

Bizarre Bazaar by Frankie Lord and 
Florence Kirk 

On Wednesday 14th December Year 7 will be raising 
money for charity at the Christmas Bazaar.   This is 
what Florence and Frankie from 7IS have to say 
about the preparations: 

At the Christmas Bazaar there will be a whole range 
of different stalls.   Each tutor group in Year 7 has 
picked 3 to do and have picked leaders for each of 
them.   In 7IS the leaders for the stalls are Will Bell 
in charge of gingerbread decorating, Theo Lanman 
in charge of penalty shoot-out and Frankie Lord in 
charge of the lucky dip.   Year 7 will have tokens to 
pay to have a go at each of the stalls and everyone 
is really excited to do it!! (Editor’s Note - we raised 
£650! Thank you Year 7!) 

Extra-Curricular Clubs by Evie Bird and Ava 
Stocks 

There is a large variety of clubs all around the 
school including: Design and Tech Club; LGBTQ+ 
and Allies Club; Science Club; Homework Club, 
and this is just to name some of the few on offer. 

Certain clubs happen on different days and at 
different times. Each club has their own room so 
you will have to ask to find out where your 
preferred club is. You may find that a club that you 
are wanting to do is at lunch time in IBL2, so at 
lunch you will go to that room to enjoy the club. 
On the other hand, the club may be after school so 
that’s when you would do it.   However, not all of 
the clubs are free due to the school hiring space to 
people outside of Malmesbury secondary to run 
them. One of these clubs is judo (an after school 
club). This also means there might be less places for 
people to get into the club so act fast! 

One of the clubs we have tried is DT (Design and 
Tech) and it is a great way to try new things. In this 
club we have started making tote bags and learning 
new stitches. The only thing we needed to bring is 
our own fabrics for the front, the back is provided 
for us. Evie also tried out netball club. It helped her 
mental health just to get outside and talk with new 
people outside of our friendship group. It was a 
great way to get active and have fun!  We think 
clubs have helped us try more new experiences. 
We strongly recommend getting yourself involved 
or even just trying a club. So just try to get yourself 
out there and maybe even make some new friends! 
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Religious Studies - Year 10 
Year 10 GCSE Religious Studies students enjoyed 
a day at Bhaktivedanta Manor experiencing the 
Hindu food, dress, worship (puja), lifestyle and 
culture.  

A brilliant day was had by all. The day enabled 
the pupils to ask questions and further enhance 
their knowledge on the Hindu religion. Year 10 
will be able to use this deeper understanding in 
their GCSE exams. 

School trips

“It was really nice to be out of school 
with my friends doing something that 

will help our GCSEs!”

“My favourite part was the food - the 
curry was so good!”

“I loved the cows” 
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Languages to Lit Fest! 

On Friday 14th October our Y12 and Y13 Spanish 
A level students visited the Cheltenham Literature 
Festival.  The A Level linguists listened to a talk 
on modern Spain.  

Three highly regarded journalists and historians 
discussed how Spain's modern identity has been 
shaped by history and politics. This experience 
undoubtedly enriched the students’ knowledge 
and understanding of Spain and supported 
independent learning.  

School trips

“Personally, I thought it was very 
interesting and educational, I was very 

engaged in what they were talking 
about, and I found it very educational 

and gave me a good understanding 
and a better insight of the Spanish 
history and culture which i found 

interesting. I enjoyed it thoroughly 

Exchange Part 2 - Malmesbury 
to Cabanes, Spain 

On arriving in Cabanes, I was greeted by the 
family that I would be staying with for the week. 
On the first day we went on a trip to a seaside 
city called Peníscola, where we learnt about the 
fortress that had once surrounded the entire city. 
The walls still had markings from when the castle 
was under threat. The day afterwards I spent with 
the family, we went to their grandma’s house 
where we tried Fideuá. It was lovely to sit around 
the family table and listen to Spanish, I learnt 
things about their family life. They looked after me 
really well, and on the last day they took me to 
Coves Sant Josep. Inside the caves we went by 
boat and at the end of the visit they put on a light 
show in the caves, where it was illuminated 
beautifully. - Emily C 10KT 

 
“The Spanish exchange is the best part of 

Malmesbury School!”
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English - Year 11 theatre trip 

 
At the end of November, the English Department 
took 90 students from Year 11 to see an RSC 
production of Charles Dickens’ festive classic tale, 
A Christmas Carol. 

The production we saw starred Ade Edmondson 
(Bottom, Comic Strip) as the miserly old sinner 
Scrooge. However, the play was constructed using 
a framing device of Dickens himself writing the 
novella, to highlight the social deprivation 
(Ignorance and Want) being endured by 1840s 
London. In this way, the production highlighted 
some of our own society’s problems with poverty 
and inequality. This allusion was not lost on our 
students, especially during the second half, when 
the characters play ‘yes-and-no’. 

 

Fred’s guests asked: 

-Is it an animal? 
-Is it a loud? 
-Is it wild? 
-Does it make strange noises? 
-Was it recently Prime Minister? 

All year 11 students are studying A Christmas 
Carol for GCSE Literature (Paper 1) and had 
recently sat their mock on this topic, so this was a 
seasonal treat for our hard-working cohort.  

Another memorable moment in the play was the 
appearance of the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 
(described in the novella as “a solemn Phantom, 
draped and hooded, coming, like a mist along the 
ground”). This dramatic jump scare was by far the 
scariest moment in the play and put staff in mind 
of the Woman in Black Trip which is fast 
approaching in Term 4. 

Ms Scott would like to thank all the well-behaved 
students and the staff involved. Similarly, thank 
you to the parents who came out in the pouring 
rain for pickup very late that night.  

School trips
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English - Literature Study Day 

Toward the end of term, Ms Foster and Ms Scott 
took the Y12 and Y13 Literature students to London 
for a day of University based lectures and seminars 
around their A Level Paper 1: Love Through the 
Ages. 

During the day, a series of expert speakers 
motivated and enlightened us by delivering 
fascinating presentations on this central literary 
theme as seen over time. The day ended with a 
presentation by a leading poet, Michael Symmons 
Roberts, who read his own poetry before taking 
questions from the audience. The programme also 
included an examination session providing 
invaluable guidance and insights to boost students’ 
confidence and success.  

The programme included:  

“Couples, Triangles, Wrecktangles” by Professor 
Peter Howarth, Queen Mary, University of London 
“Reading narratives of love over time” 
by Dr Michael Meeuwis, University of Warwick 
“Love in Shakespeare” by Professor Emma Smith, 
University of Oxford 
“Reading for meaning: an examiner’s perspective” 
Julia Geddes, Senior Examiner, textbook author 
  
The day was an insight into university style study 
which we hope will inspire our students for the 
future in higher education. 

—————————————————————— 

Upcoming English trips taking place in 2023: 

28th February: Year 9 and Year 10 The Woman in 
Black Theatre Trip (London) 
8th March: Year 7 Ocean at the End of the Lane 
Theatre Trip (Bath) 
18th May: Year 10 An Inspector Calls Theatre Trip 
(Bath) 

School trips

English Department Update 

We have been delighted to welcome back to the 
school Alex Evelyn, our author-in-residence, who 
delivered an exhilarating assembly for Year 7 on the 
theme of How To Grow An Author as part of our 
second Malmesbury Reads Day. Alex took students 
on the journey of a literary idea - from brainy seed 
to agent, publishing house, illustrator, marketing and 
finally to booksellers, librarians and teachers!  

As the author of The Secret Wild and with another 
children's novel ripe for publication, Alex has also 
been working with a smaller group of students on a 
creative alternative to the John Lewis Christmas 
advert.  

The English corridor has had a makeover and our 
new Literature timeline from mural company 
Fusional is amazing and has transformed our space. 
It's packed with historical literary dates and spans 
nearly 5000 years of literature, from the Epic of 
Gilgamesh up to some of the most important recent 
literary works including Small Island and White 
Teeth.
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Sports News
Year 9 Rugby  

We have had such a good rugby season with the Year 9 rugby team. Last week marked the end of the 
season and despite missing a few players with injury they ran out convincing winners against Marling, 
winning by a scoreline of 59-0. Wow! 
  
The boys represented the school impeccably this year, and beat all but 1 of their opponents. However, 
more importantly we had a wonderful squad of over 35 players which was great to see.  

Hopefully our winning streak continues into Year 10! - Mr Brown and Mr Humphries  

  

  

Yachting- Youth Performance Squad Selection  
Katy J in Year 13 is a member of the Royal Yachting Association, and has been selected for the Youth 
Performance Squad - 29er Winter 2021/22. Congratulations Katy!  

Katy’s selection for this RYA activity recognises her potential to progress within British Youth Sailing to the 
British Sailing Team into our Olympic Development programmes. This selection is so impressive and we at 
Malmesbury are so proud of Katy’s achievement!  
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Sports News
Equestrian Champions 

During half term seven students made the long 
journey to Keysoe International Equestrian Centre 
near Bedford to represent Malmesbury school in 
the NSEA show jumping Championships and 
Plate. 
  
First to go were Joe Collings, Georgia Grierson, 
Neveah Kandavanam and Skye Winter. They 
battled flooded stables due to the heavy storms 
and gave it their all. 
  
Joe rode two ponies to make up two teams. Great 
riding from all round a challenging tight indoor 
course. In a big class of 137 riders Joe finished a 
great 3rd place after the jump off in the 75cm 
class. 

  
In the 85cm one of the two Malmesbury teams 
suffered a few poles, whilst the others rode clear 
but weren’t placed. 
  
Joe, Neveah and Georgia travelled home for 24 
hours before making the journey back to join 
Amelie Lucas, Daisy Alban - Jones and Holly 
Richards for the Plate competition. 
  

The storms returned with thunder and lightning 
overnight this time! On Monday, thanks to Joe 
again riding two ponies, we had two teams. It is 
commendable that Joe completed 10 rounds of 
show jumping over the two competitions! 
  
In the 85cm Joe was the individual winner in a 
class of 75 riders, with two great fast clear 
rounds. 
  
Finally, in the 95cm we had some lovely clear 
rounds, Holly finished 4th, Joe 5th and the 
Malmesbury team of Joe, Amelie, Georgia and 
Daisy made it into the team jump off to finish 
team 8th. 
  
The school is really grateful to Jess Collings and 
everyone else who runs this extra – curricular 
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Sports News
Ultimate Frisbee 

UK Ultimate Women’s U17 National 
Championships – Bristol 20th November 
  

The Frisbee tournament was so fun! Everybody 
enjoyed themselves and we all worked really 
hard to come 9th in the country. Throughout the 
term we have all worked hard every week at the 
Frisbee club after school. The other teams that 
went to the tournament were a challenge to 
beat but the were all really supportive and very 
nice. 

It was really great to have an opportunity to play 
against all-girl teams. All of the girls in our team 
are great friends and we all have a laugh. Thank 
you to Mr Summerbee who has been a great 
coach, he always encourages us and makes it fun. 
-Natasha & Tabitha 9DMT 
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Sports News- Alumni Spotlight
Malmesbury celebrates success 
beyond the school field 
Some of our ex–students have had amazing 
achievements and experiences in recent months 
and we are so proud of them! 

George Worboys made his first XV Gallagher 
Premiership league debut for Bath in Bath’s first 
league win of the season v Northampton. 

 
  

Sophie McQueen has become an integral part of 
the England Under–18s rugby team and has 
played in the Six Nations against France and 
Ireland. Sophie was also part of the England 
Under-18s Sevens team who played in a summer 
tournament in Prague. 

 
  

Willa Gibb, who left school over two years ago, 
has become part of the Team GB bobsleigh 
team. At school Willa was one of the top junior 
hurdlers in the country. Her new sport sees her 
based at Bath University and she has been on 
training camps to Norway and Austria with the 
British Team 

Willa is on the left in the photo below. 
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Threshold’s Sleepout 
Our wonderful school counsellor, Kasia has taken 
part in the Big Sleep Out in order to raise awareness 
of, and fundraise for Threshold Housing Link. 
Threshold  are a non-profit charity who aim to end 
homelessness in Swindon. Kasia wrote the following 
about her experience: 

On Friday 2nd December, armed with a sleeping 
bag, extra layers of clothing, some cardboard and 
a plastic sheet, I joined my sister, niece, nephew 
and a few other brave souls in the Threshold Big 
Sleepout 2022. For one night, we all chose to 
sleep outdoors in solidarity with Swindon’s 
homeless community.  

The night was very cold, and for some of it wet, 
as it rained, which made our experience all the 
more humbling. We were acutely aware that at 
the end of our uncomfortable night we could go 
back to the comfort and safety of our warm 
homes. People who are homeless do not have this 
luxury. No one should be without shelter, 
especially at this time of year and if I can raise 
awareness of, and hopefully some money for, 
Threshold’s excellent work in supporting 
Swindon’s homeless community, I am prepared to 
suffer one night of discomfort. 

Community Pages 
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Wreath making - staff edition 
As the days grow shorter and colder, the thought of 
Christmas approaching can only mean one thing…. 
Wreath making! Here is a selection of some of the 
finest wreaths (and doors!) in Wiltshire created in the 
DT block of Malmesbury School! 
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What is my child learning this term? 
Year 7 - https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Year-7-curriculum-booklet-Final-June.pdf  

Year 8 - https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Year-8-curriculum-booklet-Final-June.pdf 

Year 9- https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Year-9-curriculum-booklet-final-June.pdf 

Year 10 & 11 - https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/KS4-curriculum-booklet.pdf 

Community Pages 
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Should your child feature in Malmesbury Matters? 
We always want to hear about the wonderful accomplishments your child achieves - so tell 

us about them! Please email: mailin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk with pictures and a 
summary of the activity! 

jhainsworth@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk 

https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/vacancies/ 

https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Year-7-curriculum-booklet-Final-June.pdf
https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Year-8-curriculum-booklet-Final-June.pdf
https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Year-9-curriculum-booklet-final-June.pdf
https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/KS4-curriculum-booklet.pdf
mailto:mailin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
https://malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk/vacancies/
mailto:jhainsworth@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:jhainsworth@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
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