ALMESBURY

MATTERS

Term 5 is always a hive of activity at school and
this year has been no exception. Year 11 and
13 begin their much-anticipated exams, for
which they are so well prepared and excited to
get done. As well as all of the student work, |
am so grateful for the time and effort that
teachers have put in to preparing our young
people for these important moments.

We have also taken time this term to reflect on
our recent OFSTED inspection. It was a lovely
external validation to receive from inspectors,
but we as a school are never satisfied and
always want to strive to drive things forward
and ensure all is done to make our school a Happy, Caring and Excellent
place to work and study. | wanted to take the time to once again thank all
parents and carers for the role they played in the inspection, | was blown
away by the many messages of support and fabulously positive feedback
that inspectors received from their surveys during their visit. Team
Malmesbury smashed it!

As the weather begins to brighten up and days get longer it is lovely to see
students outside at break and lunch taking advantage of the dry weather.
Long may it continue!

Have a lovely May half term break.
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Dates for your
diary

3rd June
Start of Term 6
7th June

Cheltenham Science
Festival Trip

11-17th June
French Exchange to Morlaix
11th June
KS3 Prize Giving
13th June
Year 10 Progress Evening
21st June
Year 13 Prom
24th-27th June
Year 12 mock exams
27th June

Year 11 Welcome to 6th
Form event

28th June
Year 11 Prom
25th June - 2nd July

German Exchange in
Niebull

1st-4th July
Year 12 Work Experience
2nd-3rd July
Year 6 taster days
4th July

Year 7 Wild Place Trip

5th July
Athelstan Trust Inset Day
9th July
Malmesbury’s Got Talent
10th July
M Fest
12th July
Year 8 Science Fair
15th & 16th July
iLead Days
25th July

End of Term (half day)

excellent
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FAREWELL & GOOD LUCK TO YEAR 13

Friday the 10th of May was the last day of school for our wonderful Year 13 students!

The morning started with the students having breakfast and looking back at old photos
from their time through the school, some of the photos going back to 2017! They then
headed off to their final tutorial and some fun and games on the field, before the morning
culminated in a final assembly with words from the Headteacher Mr Jouny, Head of Sixth
Form Mrs Stanton, and Head of Year Mr Brown.

The year group have been a credit to the school throughout their time in the Sixth Form and
leave the school with some wonderful memories! We wish them all the best of luck for
their exams and look forward to celebrating with them at the Prom.

PTA HELPS TO GET MALMESBURY SCHOOL GROWING!

Thanks to the Malmesbury School PTA for providing us with the
funds to start a greenhouse group at School. Some eager Year
7 students have been busy sowing annual flower seeds,
cucumbers, basil and beetroot, along with potting on some of
Mr Loveday's home grown tomato plants. A huge thank you to
Malmesbury Garden Centre for their incredibly generous
discount on the tools and equipment to get the group
growing!
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JACK’S MAGICAL MOMENTS OF WONDER

Jack Ranger-Walsh in Year 9 was one of seven young
magicians competing as a finalist in The Young Magician
of the Year 2024. He had to deliver two performances at
the Magic Circle in London, which is the headquarters of
the most famous magic society in the world with
members including Dynamo, David Copperfield and
Richard Jones who won Britain’s Got Talent.

Although Jack wasn't successful this year in winning, he
got the opportunity to work with Simon Lipton from the
West End to allow Jack's delivery, knowledge and
experience to increase immensely and gave him an
opportunity to work with producers to create the
appropriate lighting and sound for his act.

This experience was used a short while after competing,
when Jack turned his focus to his first solo show in
Malmesbury on Saturday 11th May. ‘'Moments of Wonder'
wasn't just a show, but an extraordinary journey that
intertwined the realms of magic, memories and wonder.
From using the power of the crowd, where he fully
included the whole of the audience with their phones in
establishing 'how long is a piece of string’; through to
identifying words in a freely chosen book selected by
members of the audience and using every day objects
including a cup from an audience member which they
used for an interval drink, as part of the famous 'Cups and
ball' trick. ~ Mr Jouny was lucky enough to be in the
audience and said “Jack wowed the crowd with his
Moments of Wonder show, leaving the audience asking,
"How did he do that?” It was such an impressive feat and
one to be very proud of. Watch this space, Jack will be on
the Vegas strip one day with his show!” This event
helped raise over £500 for the RNLI. The Scouts are due
to visit the RNLI Lifeboat station on Summer Camp and
present the raised funds. As a sailor, Jack knows only too
well how important this charity is.

Well done Jack! We are all VERY proud of you!
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MALMESBURY TOWN COUNCIL CIVIC AWARDS

Every year Malmesbury Town Council hold their Civic Awards. The
Civic Awards are awarded to those who, in the judgement of
Malmesbury Town Councillors, have made the most significant and
sustained contribution to the local community in the past year.

The Malmesbury Civic Awards are awarded in the following
categories:
Citizen of the Year (for individuals aged 26 or over)
Young Citizen of the Year (for individuals aged between 16
and 25)
Junior Citizen of the Year (for individuals aged under 16)
Organisation or Group of the Year
10 Year Service Volunteer Contribution Certificate
Mayor’s Lifetime Achievement Award

This year we are proud to say three Malmesbury students were
nominated and two went on to win their categories. Fraser-Dykes
Brown was nominated for his life saving work back in October.
Freya Knight won Junior Citizen of the Year for her volunteering
work at Malmesbury animal sanctuary. Hannah Pitman won Young
Citizen for her volunteering work at Oxfam. Congratulations to
them all, what great role models.

CHESS TOURNAMENT

By Sergio Rozalen

A few weeks ago a chess tournament was organised over three weeks in the MC10

computer room. In the first week we had over twenty people competing against each

other online using the computers. The top 8 from this group got to advance to the

second week, where each remaining competitor played a 5 minute game over-the-

board in a knockout tournament till we narrowed it down to two people - Evan

Punshon (Year 8) and Luke Russell (Year 11) who played on the first week back

after Easter. They had to play 3 games and whoever won the most matches would

win. The first two games were drawn - they were neck and neck. There had to be a

final match where they weren't allowed to agree to a draw, so someone had to win. It was an

intense match but after a few pivotal moves Evan was able to capitalise and pull through, and

he was rewarded with the grand prize of a chocolate bunny (it was a little after Easter at this

point) and a certificate. They both played very well and it shows how age isn't really as big of a

factor as you'd think when it comes to chess - both finalists could definitely beat me, a year 12,

no problem! Most importantly though is it was a jolly good time and got a lot of people
together playing Chess.
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FAIR TRADE BAKE OFF

This term, students from years 7-10 enthusiastically participated in the bake off, showcasing
their talents and creativity. It was wonderful to see the variety of bakes, from banoffee pies to
chocolate cakes and cookies, all made using fair trade products. Each team incorporated a fair-
trade theme into their cake, adding an extra layer of purpose to their creations.

| am thrilled to announce that our winners this year were Seren and Kassia with their delicious
orange cake featuring orange curd. To complement their cake, they even freshly squeezed
orange juice! In second place, we had Elizabeth and Emma with their scrumptious Banoffee pie,
and in third place, Amy impressed us with her chocolate marble cake topped with hand-dipped
chocolate strawberries. Amy's participation was particularly special as she has opted for Food
and Nutrition at GCSE, showcasing her skills in this friendly competition.

The judging panel, consisting of Mrs Green, Mr Harrell, and Mrs Farahar, our dedicated iLearn
governor, had a tough time deciding the winners. Mrs Green mentioned that all the bakes were
delightful and delicious, making the decision challenging. With a total of twenty-four
participants creating lovely bakes, it was a true celebration of talent and creativity. Special
thanks are also due to Mr Squires for his efforts in organising this successful event.
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WILLIAM COLLECTS GOLD AT THE PALACE

Congratulations to William Luggar who recently went to
Buckingham Palace to be awarded his Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Award by Prince Edward.

William started his Duke of Edinburgh journey in year 9
completing the Bronze Award and has since gone on to
complete his Silver and Gold Awards under the RAF Cadets.
It is an incredible achievement which has seen William
swimming with Malmesbury Marlins for all 3 awards. For the
skills element of the award, William developed his Speech
and Drama achieving his Bronze Public Speaking Award and
at Gold he branched out to complete a 6 month long cooking
course.

An important element of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme is

volunteering and William has helped out at the Lea Judo Club

where he not only helped with setting up the hall for Friday
night sessions, but also helped coach younger members of the club. Even lockdown didn’t put
a stop to William’s commitment to volunteering where he took on the challenge of weekly acts
of kindness including making fudge for families who had moved to the village, creating chalk
art on pavements to brighten up daily exercise for others and clearing overgrown vegetation.
For Gold he also volunteered in the Malmesbury Oxfam Shop, initially starting in “the barn” at
the back of the shop sorting donations before being promoted to the shop floor and till
operator.

William has enjoyed exploring the footpaths around Malmesbury and further afield with his
Silver final assessment taking place in the North Cotswolds and his gold expeditions being
undertaken in Snowdonia and the Brecon Beacons.  For the residential element of the award
he also completed a 5 day voyage on a Challenger Yacht, sailing from Portsmouth to the
Channel Islands and back. As a result of his enthusiasm on this trip,

he has been invited back to join their volunteer crew as Watch

Leader, so many more adventures await!

His Duke of Edinburgh journey has been full of ups and downs
along the way. As a history lover he particularly enjoyed exploring
Alderney by bike on a trip ashore, and had to show resilience,
empathy and determination in supporting a team member through
a wobble half way up a mountain in Snowdonia in the rain.

It is no small feat to complete all three levels of the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme and William should feel very proud of all
that he has achieved. We at Malmesbury School are very proud of
him!
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

This term our Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh participants spent 2/3 days walking and
exploring the glorious Dursley countryside for their practice expedition. It was hot and hilly but
all 19 groups safely and (mostly) joyfully, completed their walks!

They are now adequately trained in navigation and camp-craft to complete their assessment
expedition in July. This time we are heading to Bristol where we are expecting less hills and
more forest!

JOHN MUIR AWARD AT WESTONBIRT

This month at a group of year 9 boys celebrated
the hard work they have done this year at
Westonbirt Arboretum completing the John Muir
award. The certificates were presented by Mr
Jouny and Mr Andrew Smith; the Westonbirt
Forest Management Director. They have worked
incredibly hard over their 6 sessions planting
trees, coppicing, building fencing and
discovering all that Westonbirt has to offer. Such
a wonderful opportunity making great use of the
community shelter that Malmesbury students
helped to build two years ago. Mr Loveday and
Mr Roberts were both extremely proud of the
boys’ achievements. A huge thanks to Mandy
and the amazing team of volunteers at Westonbirt!
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MERTON COLLEGE OXFORD

By Izzy Sturdy & Florence Woodward-Hedges

On the 29th of April, a group of 22 Year 12
students visited Merton College at Oxford
University. Many of us considering an Oxbridge
application found it to be a great insight as to
what life is really like as a student at Oxford and it
gave clarity to the application process, a process
which can often seem particularly daunting.

Initially we met Jenny, an alumni student at

Merton college, she introduced us to four student

ambassadors. We were able to ask questions

generally about life as a student at Oxford,

including aspects of the city and the benefits of the college. Additionally, we got to speak to
the student ambassadors about some of the courses and how best to support our
applications for them. This was a great opportunity as it enabled us to get firsthand
experiences from the students themselves as to what life at Oxford entails and it made the
process of our potential applications to Oxbridge feel more familiar. It was especially nice to
hear that one of the student ambassadors was a previous pupil at Malmesbury school, so for
some of us it made the chance of studying at Oxford feel all the more possible.

Jenny then gave us a tour of Merton college, being the oldest college in Oxford it boasted
the beautiful architecture that Oxford is known for. It is also known for having the oldest
library in Oxford, and in fact the first place where books were stored upright rather than in
boxes. The college also had large green spaces for study, noting that Wi-Fi is provided
across the entire space. Within the gardens of Merton, we also got the see Tolkien's table,
some of Tolkien fans may appreciate that this is where a lot of Tolkien's material was written,
and some say the table served as an inspiration for the setting of Elrond’s conference in the
hobbit. We also got to hear about some of the college’s unique traditions, for example in
the 1970's a group of students decided that in order to protect the space time continuum
when the clocks go back, they walk around one of the university’s greens backwards, arms
linked, in full collegiate dress and- if they so wish- drinking port!

After lunch in the college dining hall, we had the opportunity to gain much more focused
support with our personal statements alongside the interview process which will be
particularly helpful for both Oxford and Cambridge applications. Jenny talked us through
how to formulate our personal statements and gave us helpful advice to ensure that we
were well prepared for our potential interviews. Overall, the experience was inspiring, for
many of us studying somewhere like the University of Oxford feels alien, so it was a great
opportunity to get a feel for later study at a university like Oxford.
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GETTING WOMAD READY. .. TICKETS TO BE WON!

This year we will be working with Bristol based Brazilian Samba group BLOCO
B to open Womad. 50 performers from across the year groups have been
selected alongside performers from Minety, Crudwell and Malmesbury Primary
schools. They will appear on the Main stage at Womad, Charlton Park on
Thursday 25th July at 7pom. If you would like the opportunity to win 2
weekend passes to Womad please check Class Charts where you have
been sent further instructions. The draw will take place on Friday 19th
July.

GIRL POWER ON THE FOOTBALL PITCH

Well done to all the girls who have made an
impressive commitment to football through
Malmesbury Youth Football Club. We wish you all
the best for the upcoming summer tournament in
June. Who knows, maybe the next Mary Earps, Lucy
Bronze or Leah Williamson is amongst you!

HAMILTON THEATRE TRIP

On Tuesday 30th April, GCSE & A-Level Drama
students when to Bristol to watch Hamilton. It was
a brilliant performance - absolutely flawless from
start to end. Some of us went home to find out a
bit more about the life of American founding father
Alexander Hamilton and his involvement in the
American Revolution as well as the political history
of the early United States.  The set was fantastic,
the ensemble cast mesmerising and the songs
made you want to be in itl There was lots of
singing on the coach back to school!
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NEWS FROM THE BRILLIANT ART DEPARTMENT

VISIT TO THE HOLBURNE IN BATH

In April we took a group of year 10 and year 13 artists to the
Holburne Museum in Bath to see the thought-provoking
Lubaina Himid installation where fabrics interrupt the museum
collection and raise important questions about the history of
Bath. We drew inspiration from the exhibition as we took part
in a specialist art workshop. The colourful Dutch Wax fabric is a
prominent feature of the exhibition and after a tour of the
galleries we worked with an artist to explore the batik
technique of wax resist and dye. This was a brilliant day and we
even met Mr Doodle MAIN (mrdoodle.com) who is preparing
for a new exhibition at the museum.

NEW GRAFFITI ON THE STREET

We were delighted to welcome artist Inca the Mole to
Malmesbury school to meet our students and create new art
for us. Our students explored graffiti inspired ideas and Inca
the Mole adapted their designs to spray our school values of
Happy, Caring and Excellent around the street. The final work
looks brilliant and adds a flash of colour to the school. You can
watch the videos of him making the work here and here.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

The year 12 artists presented their annual Stations of the Cross
exhibition as part of the Easter celebrations at Malmesbury
Abbey. Each student selected one of the stations that make up
the Easter story to explore, their work is deeply reflective and it
— looked fantastic in the beautiful setting of the Abbey. This is a
El wonderful opportunity for our students to develop ambitious
work and to show it publicly. Year 12 have developed really
thought-provoking pieces Thank you to David from
Caerbladon for helping them to put the work up.
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SAFE DRIVE STAY ALIVE

By Polly Gould

On Wednesday 8t of May, year 12 had a visit from the Dorset and Wiltshire fire service for a
‘Safe drive, stay alive’ assembly. The assembly is based around powerful personal stories to
make the students aware of the physical and mental trauma a road traffic collision can cause.
The assembly touched on important topics such as, seatbelts, speeding, driving under the
influence of drugs and alcohol and staying off your phones when behind the wheel. We were
shown videos, pictures and got to speak to people who have seen these disasters for
themselves, which taught us how it can happen to anybody no matter your driving ability. This
is a particularly important topic for the year 12 students as many are learning to drive now and
was significant for those of us who can drive already. We all think we know the true effects of
road traffic collisions but hearing the stories from people who live with the firsthand effects is
eye-opening. Thank you to the Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Rescue Service team for giving up
their time to teach us a valuable lesson that could save our lives.

GERMAN EXCHANGE

This month we were delighted to host our exchange
partners from Niebull in Germany. They spent time in
school and had day trips to Bath and Oxford.

Jack Ranger-Walsh said of the day trip to Oxford: “We
got on the bus, eager to explore the city after
yesterday’s trip to Bath. We got to the city, and were
overcome with the heat, with temperatures reaching 21
degrees! We first headed to the Science and History
Museum, looking at all the displays of dinosaurs,
mammals and bugs the museum had to offer. After the
museum, Malmesbury alumni, Amy Jenkins, led us
around Oxford, pointing out all the different libraries of
Oxford University, detailing the history behind them all,
as well as showing us the landmarks of the city. We
then had free time to buy items in the market, get food,
or walk around, before we got back on the bus and
headed home. We're all having a great time on the
exchange and are excited for what is to come.”

Thank you to all those families hosing a student, we hope that some
lifelong friendships have been made!
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VIC HOPKINS ALUMNI VISIT

Vic Hopkins is approaching his 80t year and has been
reflecting on his life and the key moments that shaped
him. His time in Year 7 during 1955 at what was then
known as Bremilham Secondary School is a powerful
memory, and Vic spoke warmly of his time at our school
and met some students from Year 9 and 12. Vic enjoyed
being able to see how the school site had changed and
relished the opportunity to have a tour and be asked
some questions about his life and time at the old
Malmesbury School.

Ben Skoulding and John Walsh from Year 12
interviewed Vic about his experiences at school:

Vic's fascination with Malmesbury School unfolded as a
delightful revelation, offering a window into a bygone era.
His narrative not only traversed time but also effortlessly
bridged the gap between generations, showcasing his
school escapades with a warm and engaging demeanour.

Vic found himself amidst the turf wars between state and grammar schools, where access to
secondary education was a privilege. He explained how exams determined whether or not
you'd stay in the school, or progress further into the grammar school. He spoke on the topic
of the class photos, which were only taken at the grammar school, and as a student who did
not have a chance to be in one, he thought it was “unfair to only show one half of the
Malmesbury educational system”.

Malmesbury School brought about a transformative shift, absorbing older students like Vic,
who was 15 before he had access to secondary education, from neighbouring primary
schools such as Sherston. The school, in its nascent stage, bore little resemblance to its
current form, yet it stood as a beacon of innovation. The introduction of a purpose-built
gymnasium, library, and study areas marked a revolution in education, elements we often take
for granted today but were novel discoveries for Vic and his peers. For Vic, these resources
symbolised a gateway to endless possibilities, a pivotal moment that he fondly recalls as
"opening the window to the world." This new found access not only guided his career
trajectory but also played a defining role in shaping his character, leaving an indelible mark
despite his brief tenure at Malmesbury School.

A typical school day is where most of the similarities lay between Vic and the school children
of today, as kids will always be kids. Amidst the ebb and flow of daily routines, from forging
friendships to navigating the intricacies of schoolwork and engaging in spirited sporting

PTO...
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events, the challenges faced by Vic mirror those encountered by modern students. While the
tools and resources at our disposal have undergone a metamorphosis, the educational
landscape retains a sense of constancy rooted in its fundamental principles. The bedrock of the
teaching system, though subtly evolving, harbours a familiar essence that resonates with the
experiences of both past and present students. It serves as a testament to the enduring nature
of education, a realm where the essence of learning and growth stands the test of time, offering
a glimpse into the shared journey of knowledge and discovery across different eras.

It was a pleasure to have spent time with Vic and hear his tales and perspective on life, rural
adventures and the power of education.

Malmesbury School

always loves to hear
from its alumni

Please get in touch via
mailin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
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NATIONAL CRIME AGENCY WARNING ON SEXTORTION

The National Crime Agency have recently reported a recent rise in
financially motivated sexual extortion, often known as ‘sextortion’. Children

and young people world-wide are being targeted.

Sexual extortion or ‘sextortion’ is a form of blackmail where someone threatens to share a nude
or sexual image or video of you unless you give in to their demands. Blackmailers often target
people through online dating sites, social media and gaming apps. They pretend to be an
attractive person that is sexually interested in you. They trick you into sending nudes or sexual
images or videos or record you during a live chat with them. Once they have an intimate image
or video of you, they threaten to share it with your family, friends or co-workers unless you

give them what they want.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR

Something does not add up. Their online
profile doesn’t match what you see and hear
when you talk or chat with them.

It happens too fast. They express strong
emotions for you almost straight away, and
quickly tempt you across to a more private
channel, suggesting you get nude or sexual in a
video call.

They make excuses. They say their webcam is
not working and instead they send a nude photo
which they claim is of them.

They pile on the pressure. They keep asking
you to be sexual and to send nudes with your
face in the shot.

WHAT T0 DO

Tell someone you trust, such as a friend or
family member: They can usually help you
think clearly and fix things if you're feeling
overwhelmed.

Don’t pay, do stop contact and block: You
may be tempted to pay, but there is no
guarantee that this will stop the threats. As the
offender’'s motive is to get money, once you
have shown you can pay, they will likely ask for
more and blackmail may continue. If you have
paid, don't panic but don’t pay anything more.

Avoid deleting anything: Try not to delete
anything that could be used as evidence such
as messages, images and bank account
details.

Report to the police or CEOP: call 101 or 999
if there is an immediate risk of harm. Or you
can use the CEOP Safety Centre to report any
online blackmail attempts.

Use Report Remove, a
tool from Childline and

the Internet Watch
Foundation.

caring

Use Take It Down, a tool
from the National Centre
for Missing and
Exploited Children.

Report directly to the
platform or app that the
incident has occurred on.
Find out how here:
Internet Matters

excellent


https://takeitdown.ncmec.org
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/
https://www.internetmatters.org
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/

MALMESBURY MATTERS MAY 2024

Ticks aren't just a dog thing....As the
warmer weather encourages more of us
to be out and about enjoying the great
outdoors, the UK Health Security Agency
are encouraging we are ‘tick aware’. This
includes knowing where ticks are found,
how to reduce the risk of being bitten
and how to remove them safely and
quickly as some tick bites can result in
infections such as Lyme disease. Be tick

aware!

Daisy x
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BIKEABILITY INSTRUCTORS WANTED

The Wiltshire Council Bikeability training programme relies on a team of professional and
passionate freelance instructors. They are working to meet the Government's target for every
child to have the opportunity to complete Bikeability Level 2 by the end of primary school. Can
you help them find some more great people to join their current Bikeability champions? They
are particularly looking for people in the Malmesbury, Chippenham, Royal Wootton Bassett
areas.

There is more information here: www.bikeability.org.uk or from at bikeability@wiltshire.gov.uk.

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ON SOCIAL MEDIA?

@malmesburyschofficial ~ @malmesburyschofficial @MalmesburySchool @MalmesburySch

caring excellent


https://www.bikeability.org.uk/professionals/for-instructors/become-an-instructor/
mailto:bikeability@wiltshire.gov.uk
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