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The aims of this presentation

• Inform parents/carers and students about the process of 
options

• Share our Core and Options curriculum offer

• Support students in making informed option choices
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The National Picture

• Demand for
• Increased literacy skills

• Increased knowledge

• Core focus on EBACC:
• English Language and Literature

• Mathematics

• Science

• History or Geography

• Increased emphasis on a modern European Language 
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Grading

• GCSE grades are 9-1 

• Grade ‘4’ is considered equivalent to the old 
grade ‘C’

• Cambridge National/Vcert uses the 
following grades:

✓Level 2 – Distinction* (D2*), Distinction (D2), Merit 
(M2), Pass (P2)

✓Level 1 - Distinction (D1), Merit (M1), Pass (P1)

✓A P2 is equivalent to a grade 4, a D2 is equivalent to 
a grade 7
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The CORE curriculum

All students study this curriculum and there is no need to opt for 
these subjects!

• English Literature

• English Language

• Mathematics

• Science

• PE

• Personal Development 

More information can be found in the Year 9 Options Booklet in the options 
page on our website.
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Routes through Science

 AQA Combined Science (Trilogy)
This leads to the equivalent of two 
GCSEs and covers a combination of 
all three subject areas.

AQA Separate Sciences
This leads to three separate GCSEs in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

HAPPY                    CARING                    EXCELLENT

There are two routes through Science:

Both routes can lead to A Level Science and further study such as 
medicine at university.
Decisions about which route students take are made during year 
11. 



The Malmesbury School Offer

• A rich and varied menu of option subjects

• All subjects are of equal importance

• Excellent facilities – Creative Arts and DT subjects thrive

• High expectations and aspirations for all

• A curriculum that ensures post 16 and post 18 
opportunity
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Things to consider when choosing options

• Do you enjoy the subject?

• How is the course assessed? e.g. 100% exam or 60% NEA 
+ 40% exam

• Have you chosen a broad and balanced curriculum?

• Have you suitably challenged yourself?

• What are your aspirations and interests post 16?
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Year 9 Options Booklet

Available through our 
dedicated options section 

on the website here:

Year 9 Options - 
Malmesbury School
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Year 9 Options Booklet

CONTENT
• Introduction

• Option choices 

• Subject pages

Examination Board

Qualification

Course overview 

Reasons to study

Course content 

Assessment

Contacts

• Guidance for the online process
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Option choices
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• Keep a broad and balanced curriculum
• Languages and humanities
• Creative and practical
• Sport – GCSE PE and Vcert in Health and Fitness offered (teacher choice)



Vocational subjects
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▪ Students can pick a maximum of two vocational qualifications
▪ Financial capability is no longer taught within the vocational courses



Dos and Don'ts

✓DO choose subjects which you like

✓DO choose subjects which you are successful in

✓DO choose subjects which you may need for a career or further 
education

✓DO find out everything that you can about the subject before you 
choose it. Once you have started a subject we expect you to stick 
with it

✓DO talk to the people who know you

✓DO listen to the advice your subject teachers give you

• DON`T choose a subject just because your friend has chosen it

• DON`T choose a subject just because you like - or dislike - a 
particular teacher: they may not end up teaching you
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Key Dates

• Thursday 8th January – Year 9 Options Evening

• Thursday 15th  January - Year 9 Subject Progress’ Evenings for 9SG, 9JC, 9NC, 9LA, 9LW

• Thursday 22nd January -  Year 9 Subject Progress’ Evenings for 9SB, 9CT, 9HF, 9CP

• Monday 29th January Final deadline for options - all forms submitted to tutors

Please submit options forms on time. Forms submitted after the deadline may lead to students not getting 
the courses they have chosenin instances when courses are oversubscribed. 
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Help and support
• Year 9 Personal Development lessons

• Year 9 Options Booklet

• Teacher Q&A during lessons

• Virtual Progress Evenings

• Learning Support

• Careers Advisor – Mrs Griffin

• Head of Year – Mrs Stafford

• Pastoral Support – Mrs Lees

• Year 9 Academic Leader – Mr M Loveday

• Member of Leadership Team – Mr Shadrick
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Follow us:
Facebook     Instagram     Twitter     YouTube

Contact us:
Tel: 01666 828910 

Website: www.malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk 
Email: mailin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk 
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