
  

 

 

                            

 

Careers Newsletter September 2026 

 
          

A careers update for parents/carers including national and local information. 

 

 

Applications to College, Sixth Forms and Apprenticeships 

- Year 11 

 

How and when to apply 

 

Year 11 students can apply to as many colleges and sixth forms as they wish and 

make a final decision after GCSE results if needs be. 

 

Whilst most colleges do not have a set application deadline, the preference is for 

applications to be made as early as possible in year 11 (ideally before the Christmas 

break) to allow for interviews to take place before Easter.  

 

Students who wish to apply to a sixth form need to check with the sixth form directly 

to find out when they will be accepting applications. Most sixth forms will have an 

application window that opens after their open day has taken place. 

 

Open days for Colleges and Sixth Forms will usually be held this term – most of them 

will require you to book a space (see attached ‘College Open Days 2026-2027’ 

document with details of many local events and how to book them). Please do book 

on to the events as soon as possible, ideally students will visit a few places to 

compare their options.  

 

Year 11 and Year 13 students with be given priority for careers meetings this term, 

students can request an appointment via their tutor or by contacting Sarah Griffin at: 

sgriffin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk  Sarah is based in the counselling room on the 

lower Street Tuesday to Friday.  

 

Talking Futures is a helpful new resource for parents/carers to support school leavers 

in their post 16 decision making: Parents Advice for Career Conversations - Talking 

Futures 

 

 

 

mailto:sgriffin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/
https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/


College Open day Flyers (see attachment for full listing) 

Wiltshire College 

 
 

Bath College 

 
 



Cirencester College  

 
New College Swindon  

 



Apprenticeships information for year 11, and 13 

 
Year 11 Students wishing to apply for apprenticeships who do not have an employer 

should follow these steps: 

 

1) Apply to colleges/training providers before Christmas (ideally for apprenticeship 

training and a full-time course as a back-up plan). Colleges/training providers 

will try to match apprentices with employers. However, it’s always best to seek 

your own employer. Colleges locally providing apprenticeships include: 

Cirencester, Bath, Wiltshire, South Gloucestershire & Stroud and New 

College Swindon. 

2) Create an account and set up vacancy alerts on: Find an apprenticeship - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)   

Most vacancies for year 11 leavers will be advertised from Spring – however 

some larger firms will recruit from the Autumn term. 

3) Contact local businesses of interest sending a CV and a speculative letter – you 

might get in touch with them just before they advertise! 

 

 

For those students with an employer lined up, their employer should be able to direct 

them to the appropriate college or training provider to apply to. However, if the 

employer isn’t sure, please speak to Sarah Griffin – Careers Adviser for advice.  

 

 

Year 13 Students wishing to apply for apprenticeships should follow these steps: 

 

1) Create an account and set up vacancy alerts on: Find an apprenticeship - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  Apprenticeships can be advertised at any point in the 

year but many vacancies for year 13 leavers will be advertised from the 

Autumn term 

2) Register for alerts and search on UCAS via: Search apprenticeships | UCAS 

Some higher and degree apprenticeships will also be advertised via: NGTU | 

Job Search (notgoingtouni.co.uk) 

3) Consider your back up plan – if you’re not successful finding an apprenticeship 

this year – what else could you do? A Gap year, an entry level job, go to 

university? Many students apply for apprenticeships and to UCAS for a degree 

keeping more options open for longer.  

 

For any students who plan to start an apprenticeship after year 11/13 an appointment 

can be made with Sarah Griffin, Careers Adviser for advice and guidance 

sgriffin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk . 

 

For information on apprenticeships and to set up vacancy alerts see:  

Apprenticeships 

Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)   

Careerpilot : Find a course or apprenticeship 

https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/apprenticeships?query=
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/job-search
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/job-search
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/courses/apprenticeships


 

Local/National Higher and Degree apprenticeship vacancies  

 

Higher Apprenticeships 

 

Engineering Higher Apprenticeship with NESO £30,000 apprenticeship at NESO — no 

degree, no debt 

Degree Apprenticeships 

Whilst we expect the peak of degree apprenticeship vacancies between October and 

January, here are 2 current vacancies:  

 

Solicitor Apprenticeship - Bristol – Find an apprenticeship – GOV.UK 

 

Retail Degree Apprenticeship – Find an apprenticeship – GOV.UK 

 
Use the link below to keep up with new vacancies for higher and degree 

apprenticeships being advertised in coming weeks. Check start dates carefully: 
 

9 results found - Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (Higher and Degree 
apprenticeships within 40 miles of Malmesbury) 
 

 

Free Digital guides for parents on university and apprenticeships 
and Careers 

 
These guides are packed full of useful information to help support children with their 

career choices. 
 

For more details and to sign up, click here: 
 

Tool: Parents and Carers University Guide 2023/24 (successatschool.org) 
 
Careermag - Parents - Careermap 
 
Free resources | The Parents' Guide (theparentsguideto.co.uk) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/young-professionals/no-degree-no-debt-become-an-engineer-with-neso
https://mailchi.mp/young-professionals/no-degree-no-debt-become-an-engineer-with-neso
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/VAC2000048061
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/VAC2000050828
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeships?sort=DistanceAsc&searchTerm=&location=SN16+0DF&distance=40&levelIds=4&levelIds=5&levelIds=6
https://successatschool.org/article/parents-and-carers-university-guide-2023-24/1344
https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-parents-carers-guardians/
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/free-resources


In Person Work Experience 
 
 

 
 

 

Virtual Work experience 

 
• Publishing 26th-28th October (3 days) Future Finder - Futures For All 

 

• Film, TV, Games and Animation 28th-30th October (3 days) Future Finder - 
Futures For All 

 

• Languages 10th November    Future Finder - Futures For All  

 
• Architecture (2 different sessions) 11th and 12th November Future Finder - 

Futures For All 
 

• Equifax Data and Analytics 18th-19th November (2 days)  Future Finder - 
Futures For All 

 
• Discover Creative Careers 26th November  Future Finder - Futures For All 

 
 

• Renishaw Engineering Renishaw – Bite-size Virtual Work Experience | Work 
Experience Programme | TalentXP 

 
 

 

https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/8C2F1B0F-5017-4E7A-1702-08DEC7CF31A1
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/012E5B8D-880D-48DF-C8F3-08DEF6D31779
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/012E5B8D-880D-48DF-C8F3-08DEF6D31779
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/66E2F0AF-39F3-4FAE-AFDD-08DEF3ADF43D
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-search?searchTerm=architecture&sortBy=AdvertiseStartAt&sortDirection=Ascending
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-search?searchTerm=architecture&sortBy=AdvertiseStartAt&sortDirection=Ascending
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/D0B225BD-C072-4677-BC06-08DF050E7082
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/D0B225BD-C072-4677-BC06-08DF050E7082
https://finder.futuresforall.org/opportunity-detail/AE9036C1-C018-4385-DBCF-08DF0817D1F8
https://www.talentxp.co.uk/programmes/bite-size-virtual-work-experience/182a7f4c-c01a-4eca-8c92-20feaecc2d0c?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Marketo&utm_campaign=VWEX-launch-2026&mkt_tok=ODIyLUROUi00MTUAAAGi1YWg56KxGPkh67aNHMKKqeDBDj7wmknv73E3pXC3tpmCLlkUx0OiKVjNmYEq94QgVv33yIHS9_0VZayG66KOKz6gz-PIgtDJzyczCbVDLsVLaw
https://www.talentxp.co.uk/programmes/bite-size-virtual-work-experience/182a7f4c-c01a-4eca-8c92-20feaecc2d0c?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Marketo&utm_campaign=VWEX-launch-2026&mkt_tok=ODIyLUROUi00MTUAAAGi1YWg56KxGPkh67aNHMKKqeDBDj7wmknv73E3pXC3tpmCLlkUx0OiKVjNmYEq94QgVv33yIHS9_0VZayG66KOKz6gz-PIgtDJzyczCbVDLsVLaw


NHS Allied Health Professions (AHP) programme - several sessions of work 
experience available for NHS Health Careers before the UCAS deadline in January. 

(NOT FREE, £10.00 a session)  
 

Once registered, students will be emailed links to their virtual work experience 
portals. 

 
Students are awarded a Work Experience Certificate for every session they complete. 

Those who complete the full 5-month programme will be awarded a Highly 
Commended Reference from the Presidents of Allied Healthcare Mentor. These are 

fantastic additions to their CVs and UCAS applications!  
 

 
This programme is suitable for students in years 10 – 13 who are interested in the 

following careers:  

 
- Nursing    - Prosthetics and Orthotics 

- Midwifery    - Speech and Language Therapy 
- Paramedicine   - Pharmacy 

- Physiotherapy   - Radiography 
- Occupational Therapy  - Dietetics 

 
During the work experience day, students will follow 2 patients from their initial 

presentation to recovery. They will gain a unique insight into how patients interact 
with a variety of healthcare professionals and what it’s like to work in an NHS 

multidisciplinary team.  
 

Attendees will have the opportunity to interact with healthcare professionals 
throughout each day. This will empower students to make an informed career 

decision and demonstrate their commitment to healthcare in their UCAS applications.  

 
Students can register individually at any time throughout the 5-month programme 

using the link below. We recommend booking early to gain as much out of this 
programme as possible. Places are £10 a session to cover administrative and 

technological costs.  
 

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/product/live-virtual-work-experience-programme/  
 

 
Springpod and Speakers for Schools 

 
Two additional virtual work experience data bases are: 

 
• Virtual Work Experience Programmes | Springpod 

• VWEX - Speakers for Schools 

 
Students can search and apply for relevant placements which they complete outside 

of school hours.  
 

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/product/live-virtual-work-experience-programme/
https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/
https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/


In Person Events 

 
     Form      Form 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Webinars, Clubs and Events  

 

 
Parent and Carer Event – Discover Creative Careers 6th October 6-7pm  

 
 

Register – Discover Creative Careers: Parent & Carer Information Event – Futures For 
All, Broadcast 

 
 

 

 
 

https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1f1yguyo7QOqgc4vd636nBwfui3l
https://share-eu1.hsforms.com/1FcGwDx9WT9aA7shEcE6DUQfui3l
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/futuresforall/2344405
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/futuresforall/2344405


 
Dyson Engineering Club (covers GCSE and A-Level curriculum) 

 
Our Engineering Club is a virtual series of workshops for future engineers covering 

topics such as design and innovation, mechanical engineering, software and coding, 
renewability, and sustainability. 

  
Sessions are held each month from September to June on Zoom, and are hosted by 

one of our Dyson Institute Graduates. Students can stay updated, access past 
sessions, and download activities via our Engineering Club portal. 

 
Sign up here:  Engineering club - Dyson Institute 

 
 

Young Professionals and Deloitte Insight Evening – 7th October 

 
BrightStart Apprenticeships and Work Experience at Deloitte — a free virtual insight 

evening  

Wednesday 7 October · 5:00–6:30pm · Online.  

Hello, hope you are well. 

 
We are really pleased to share a free virtual insight evening with Deloitte for students 

in Years 12 and 13 who are considering an apprenticeship after school. Students will 
hear directly from Deloitte about work experience, their BrightStart apprenticeship 

programme, and opportunities across Audit & Assurance, Tax, Consulting and 
Technology. They will also meet experienced professionals and have the chance to 

ask questions live. 
 

This is a free opportunity, and places will close once capacity is full. All the details for 
students are below. 

 

 view the event page here. 
  
 
 

Young Professionals Event with Clifford Chance – 9th October  
 

Join us for an exclusive virtual event with Clifford Chance, one of the world’s leading 
law firms, to gain valuable insights into the profession and explore the opportunities 

available to kickstart your career. 
 

Event Details: 
• Event: Insight to Clifford Chance 

• Date: Friday, 9th of October 
• Time: 5:00pm - 6:30pm 

• Location: Virtual 

• Who Can Attend? Year 11, 12, 13 students  
 

Why Attend? 
Clifford Chance is renowned for its dynamic and inclusive culture, delivering 

exceptional law services to businesses of all sizes across the UK and internationally. 

https://www.dysoninstitute.ac.uk/undergraduate-programme/applying/engineering-club/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fus.list-manage.com%2ffGqkpyJ_n0d%3fe%3dd32af7637f%26c2id%3de3f44452139d69568cbc1422a9e36823&c=E,1,r0h0KBLl_bu_DSvVUbxhd0Zj0m0QsXQLmsf7zt03MRbONJ3bU0UoLSJmDFRJPn-09R50_YNOo8h6DVMxTBxNmj2MBBz2VnRA7t-AJ1Z95rkvYZ8jZhl8vbA2&typo=1


With a global network operating in 23 countries and 34 offices worldwide, Clifford 
Chance offers unmatched opportunities for students to gain valuable experience in 

Law. 
This event is a must-attend for students considering a career in law. It offers insights 

into life at Clifford Chance and how to join their student programmes, such as 
ACCESS, and their industry-leading training contracts. 

 
Whether you're considering a career in law or already know this is the route you’d like 

to go down, this event offers an invaluable opportunity to explore what a career at 
Clifford Chance could look like and understand the pathways available to help you 

succeed. 
 

Register Here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Clifford_Chance_Y12 

 

LIVE FREE VIRTUAL Get into Medicine/Dentistry Conference 
 

• Saturday 3rd October, 9am - 1:30pm 
• Sunday 4th October, 9am – 1:30pm  

Register here: https://medicmentor.org/get-
into_medicine_conference_signup/?utm_source=Sendgrid&utm_medium=Email

&utm_campaign=18%2F09+Teachers+Numbers+Email 
 

The next Get Into Dentistry Conference is:  
- Saturday 17th October, 9am - 1:30pm 

Register here: https://dental-mentor.org/get-into-dentistry-conference-sign-
up/?utm_source=Sendgrid&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=18%2F09+Te

achers+Numbers+Email  
 

‘Once students have attended, they will be awarded with a certificate from the 

Presidents at Medic Mentor to acknowledge that they are a student who has 
gone one step further than others. One booking = one booking for a student + 

their parent/guardian’. 
 

The Get into Medicine conference is a significant turning point for Medic Mentor 
students. It will unlock exclusive opportunities such as scholarships and prizes, 

as well as help them to make a highly competitive application. 
 

Please note that all students must be accompanied by a parent/guardian for 
safeguarding purposes. 

 
The Get into Medicine Conference is a comprehensive guide to the medical 

application process covering:  
- Application Timelines  

- How to Tactically Choose Medical Schools  

- CV Building  
- Personal Statements  

- Interview Schools  
- Medical Leadership and Awards Programmes  

- Accessing Work Experience 
- UCAT and BMAT - Entrance Exams to Medical School 

- Accessing Scholarships  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fus.list-manage.com%2fDPQNh9uvKFd%3fe%3dd32af7637f%26c2id%3de3f44452139d69568cbc1422a9e36823&c=E,1,-QK0HQFKyYTfDJk5HEQ9T4wy5pwdPvC1cHA7Gl4UVd42KuTY7FwVT8RqB1pqGEBawcMR1ge8vymFZipf8AmOhr1XM9BUJX05Qiq3_Y5KbizZtRTXg_BDB4NDCYA,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmedicmentor.org%2fget-into_medicine_conference_signup%2f%3futm_source%3dSendgrid%26utm_medium%3dEmail%26utm_campaign%3d18%252F09%2bTeachers%2bNumbers%2bEmail&c=E,1,qI1fKM7ogHcn9U9sllLiN9-zoua6nPhPBg5EBEFOidSizfsKy8FB-GlVwYHWSEeH77XCA52TzGdeSliSx197OuHcas5lObKdVVY7X-awZsTUM3v52yA,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmedicmentor.org%2fget-into_medicine_conference_signup%2f%3futm_source%3dSendgrid%26utm_medium%3dEmail%26utm_campaign%3d18%252F09%2bTeachers%2bNumbers%2bEmail&c=E,1,qI1fKM7ogHcn9U9sllLiN9-zoua6nPhPBg5EBEFOidSizfsKy8FB-GlVwYHWSEeH77XCA52TzGdeSliSx197OuHcas5lObKdVVY7X-awZsTUM3v52yA,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmedicmentor.org%2fget-into_medicine_conference_signup%2f%3futm_source%3dSendgrid%26utm_medium%3dEmail%26utm_campaign%3d18%252F09%2bTeachers%2bNumbers%2bEmail&c=E,1,qI1fKM7ogHcn9U9sllLiN9-zoua6nPhPBg5EBEFOidSizfsKy8FB-GlVwYHWSEeH77XCA52TzGdeSliSx197OuHcas5lObKdVVY7X-awZsTUM3v52yA,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdental-mentor.org%2fget-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up%2f%3futm_source%3dSendgrid%26utm_medium%3dEmail%26utm_campaign%3d18%252F09%2bTeachers%2bNumbers%2bEmail&c=E,1,PZiKeN2B34NM90ZCHoWXNnJu9gk18Gwezhj1EBN7gnrKG03i-GjrNvZIujZPcl4Vw1W1mJhph1OWBKlijDMrM90mb_WUjr8ui-taW6gxpjMuniAx&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdental-mentor.org%2fget-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up%2f%3futm_source%3dSendgrid%26utm_medium%3dEmail%26utm_campaign%3d18%252F09%2bTeachers%2bNumbers%2bEmail&c=E,1,PZiKeN2B34NM90ZCHoWXNnJu9gk18Gwezhj1EBN7gnrKG03i-GjrNvZIujZPcl4Vw1W1mJhph1OWBKlijDMrM90mb_WUjr8ui-taW6gxpjMuniAx&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdental-mentor.org%2fget-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up%2f%3futm_source%3dSendgrid%26utm_medium%3dEmail%26utm_campaign%3d18%252F09%2bTeachers%2bNumbers%2bEmail&c=E,1,PZiKeN2B34NM90ZCHoWXNnJu9gk18Gwezhj1EBN7gnrKG03i-GjrNvZIujZPcl4Vw1W1mJhph1OWBKlijDMrM90mb_WUjr8ui-taW6gxpjMuniAx&typo=1&ancr_add=1


 
 

University Webinars 

Royal College of Physicians Lectures Becoming a Doctor | Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh 

University of Sheffield Tasters  

Subject tasters | Undergraduate study | The University of Sheffield 
 

 

 

Free General Lectures  
 
These free lectures/webinars cover a wide array of topics and look great on personal 

statements! 
 

Channel Talent Webinars 

• Events - Channel Talent - Interactive school webinars 

Gresham College Lectures 2024/2025 

• Gresham College 

 

Careers guidance at Malmesbury School  
 

Sarah Griffin is our school careers adviser; to book an appointment, students can ask 

their tutor or leave their name at student services. Or please email queries to 

SGriffin@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk 

 

Sarah is in school Tuesdays to Fridays and a drop-in service is available at 

lunch times.  

 

Useful websites  
 

A reminder of our on-line careers resource https://www.eclips-online.co.uk which 

outlines entry requirements and entry routes to almost every job you can think of.   

https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/heritage/becoming-doctor
https://www.rcpe.ac.uk/heritage/becoming-doctor
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/subject-tasters
https://www.channeltalent.co.uk/events/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=19980787385&utm_content=147701967323&utm_term=gresham%20college%20lectures&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-K-Xp_SkgQMVlIrtCh1kiQSXEAAYASAAEgLqfPD_BwE
mailto:jbrown@malmesbury.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.eclips-online.co.uk/


The site is also excellent for gaining job ideas; there are leaflets available, for 

example, on careers related to every area of the curriculum. The log in is toistu78

 

 

Prospects  

www.prospects.ac.uk  

 
 

HAPPY CARING EXCELLENT 

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/

